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“Trade as an
Engine for
Growth and
Employment”

Pakistan aspires to become a middle income
country. For this, export led growth and better
integration into regional and global markets are
important drivers. Pakistan has great potential to
increase its trade partnerships in the region and
globally, based on our competitive products, the
ingenuity of our entrepreneurs and last but not
least because of our skill-full workers!
Over the last years, Pakistan has made significant
progress in penetrating international markets,
both in agricultural and industrial goods. The
partnership with the European Union is in this
sense of particular importance and the recently
granted GSP+ status by the European Union, is
a further opportunity to promote the quality of
our products in one of the most important global
markets. Market access goes hand in hand with
the need for products to comply with
trade related standards. Pakistan has also
made great efforts to develop its products and
to align its quality infrastructure and services
to international best practices. It gives us great
pride that independent international peer reviews
have attested the accuracy and reliability of our
conformity assessment services. Now being locally
available, this significantly reduces the cost of
trading for our private sector, and in turn creates
the conditions to enlarge the export base and put
smaller as well as medium scale companies in a
position to export.
Every year, many young people join the labour
market and are on a quest for decent jobs and
their share in prosperity. Export-led growth is
a powerful engine for the development of our
economy, and at the same times a necessary
motor for further development of employment
and more skilled, better jobs. The EU funded €12
million TRTA II programme, succeeding an earlier
TRTA I phase, and supported with co-funding

from UNIDO and Norad has shown clear evidence
of how systematic skills development, certified
capabilities and compliance with trade standards
can open export opportunities. Substantially
increased export earnings of companies
eventually trickled down to the workers leading
to better employment conditions, more health &
safety and ultimately increased income.
The TRTA II programme has greatly contributed
to our efforts to have a strategic vision of trade
policy development, ways to improve the enabling
business environment through public/private
dialogue and capacity-building. The Programme
has provided required research for some of
the very important trade policy (Strategic Trade
Policy Framework-STPF)) initiatives and assisted
in building consensus on trade negotiations
and implementations. Additionally, it helped in
strengthening PITAD and providing it with the
necessary tools to become a regional hub. The
Programme’s assistance for developing TDRO law
is commendable. Pakistan has now mobilized
significant self-generated resources to continue
the interventions started under this strategic
development partnership. At the same time, I am
looking forward to further deepening this strategic
cooperation for the generation of many more
decent employment opportunities, in particular
for rural communities and .young people
I am very thankful for the contribution which
this programme and the development partners
European Union, UNIDO, in cooperation with
ITC and WIPO have made so far to our vision for
development of our country!

Mr. Khurram Dastgir Khan,
Minister for Commerce

“A privileged
Partnership
for shared
Prosperity”

In 2010, the European Union and the
Government of Pakistan engaged in technical
assistance cooperation to accompany the
long-term strategic partnership for trade and
development which is an integral part of our
relationship.
This partnership has steadily grown over the
years. More recently, this has been reconfirmed
when the European Union granted a special
status, the General Scheme of Preferences+
(GSP+) status to Pakistan. For Pakistan this
means that its products can be exported duty
and quota free into the European market.
This preferential treatment came from the
recognition of Pakistan’s particular development
challenges after the disastrous flooding in 2010
and as a sign of confidence in the products that
Pakistan produces and that are in demand by
European consumers.
GSP+ status however is not an unqualified
open door. It is an opportunity to trade more
as long as certain conditions, in particular
compliance with product standards and
technical regulations, worker’s health and rights,
environmental impact are met. Compliance with
those standards is regularly reviewed under
GSP+.
The EU-funded Trade Related Technical
Assistance Programme has made an impressive
contribution to support Pakistani companies
and institutions to in attaining this compliance
making sure that it is recognized by Pakistan’s
international trading partners. After a long
freeze, today Pakistan is again exporting an
increasing number of fisheries products to the
European Union and other global markets,

without facing any rejection at the borders
inspection posts. This clearly shows that
fishermen, traders and business operators have
upgraded their performance in terms of quality
and hygiene management and that a national
Competent Authority is inspecting and testing
products in a reliable manner.
Similarly, we are recognizing a major successful
effort in the industrial goods sector, particularly
in fans and protective gear. The companies
have secured the “CE marking” for their
products, certifying product and consumer
safety, which has resulted in a sharp increase
in trade with European and other international
markets.
This joint effort by many stakeholders and
supported by the TRTA Programme, has made
a significant contribution to improving workers’
conditions, livelihood of fishermen, agricultural
communities and industrial workers, thereby
creating a better chance for prosperity for many
people of Pakistan.
I thank UNIDO as the lead agency for this
programme, as well as ITC and WIPO for their
tireless efforts in supporting the Pakistani
counterparts, who ultimately secure the
sustainability of this development cooperation!

Jean-François Cautain,
Ambassador, the European Union
Delegation to Pakistan

“Towards
inclusive and
sustainable
Development”

2016 is the first year after the adoption of
the Sustainable Development Goals by the
international community. Much of this global
effort is focusing on providing support to
countries to reach inclusive and sustainable
economic and industrial development. This
includes development of human capital
through better employment and better paid
jobs, better management of our natural
resources and of the environment, all this in
an overall framework of sustainable economic
growth.
This is precisely what the Trade Related
Technical Assistance (TRTA) programme has
been focusing on since 2010. Through a longlasting commitment of the European Union
to Pakistan and UNIDO, and in cooperation
with two cooperating agencies, International
Trade Centre (ITC) and World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO), we were
able to significantly contribute to Pakistan’s
development efforts in these years.
We are grateful to the European Union for
having funded this EUR 12 million programme
and for having entrusted UNIDO to lead these
TRTA II interventions. I also thank ITC and
WIPO for their contributions as cooperating
agencies
I would like to congratulate Pakistan for
their impressive efforts in creating a modern
business environment for private sector
development at the level of public-private
policy dialogue and strengthening key
institutions like the Competition Commission,
the Trade Dispute Resolution Organization and
the Intellectual Property Organization.

I also highly commend the successful
development of a quality infrastructure that
meets international requirements and has
gained full recognition by its international
peers. Through the support of TRTA, Pakistan
today has a national quality policy, an
accreditation body, as well as more than 40
product-testing and metrology laboratories
that can globally testify to the standards
compliance of national products while at the
same time better protect local consumers.
Impressive results have been achieved in
promoting non-traditional export products
from Pakistan on international markets,
in particular fisheries products, mangoes,
Kinnow, fans, surgical equipment, protective
gloves and boots. This export success is a
powerful driver for more economic growth and
further creation of employment for Pakistan’s
men, women and youth.
The impact of the TRTA programme would
not be complete without mentioning the
replication and scaling-up of its interventions. I
am most pleased to see the important human
and financial investments made by Pakistan
counterparts, ministries, institutions and
enterprises in order to capitalize on the good
practices introduced.
I congratulate all TRTA partners for these
major contributions in support to Pakistan’s
quest to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals and shared prosperity for its people!

Mr. LI Yong,
Director General, UNIDO

Trade Policy Development

impact

Pakistan Institute of Trade and Development (PITAD)’s training
services aligned to international best standards and increasingly
attractive in Pakistan and in the region.
Public-Private consultations and evidence based analytical papers
developed by academic institutions inform policy formulation.
Public private consultation processes contributed to shape Pakistan’s
trade strategies and to advocate for policy changes (e.g. Strategic
Trade Policy Frameworks-STPF 2015-2018, 2012-2015).

Sustain

PITAD developed training materials
accredited by the Federal Public Service
Commission as well as the World Trade
Institute (WTI), Switzerland.
PITAD’s curriculum attuned to global trends
and issues, key in trade policy formulation
and trade negotiations.
Public-private consultation processes
formally driven and owned by the Ministry
of Commerce.
Collaboration between academic
institutions and policy makers anchors the
evidence based advocacy process.

Upscale

Government of Pakistan is positioning PITAD
to train foreign trade officers from Sri Lanka,
Afghanistan and Nepal.
PITAD expanded its training services
through a training and research master
plan.
Recommendations stemming from the
consultation process embedded within
strategic documents for further coordinated
government actions (e.g. STPFs).
USAID1 has developed a programme to
enlarge the scope of this public private
consultation mechanism.

it means
for us
“The effort to institutionalize a
comprehensive, regular and wellinformed public-private consultative
process has been well received and
resulted in tangible results. I am
pleased to express that the findings
of the consultative processes and
accompanying evidence-based
research have informed the trade
policy formulation and thinking within
the Government of Pakistan.”
Mr. Azam Muhammad
Executive Director General,
Ministry of Commerce

1. United States Agency for International Development

2300+

Trained stakeholders on trade
policy issues

18

Master trainers internationally
mentored

12

PITAD training modules
internationally accredited

14

Thematic nationwide public-private
consultations

24

Internationally mentored
evidence-based studies informed
the consultation process

it means
for ME
“The Public-Private Dialogues have
led to policy reform and we see this
as an effective forum.
The PPDs have created momentum
and accelerated the reform process,
cemented the other on-going
initiatives which otherwise without
the stakeholder pressure would have
faltered or failed. They are promoting
transparency and good governance
and are particularly beneficial for
small business associations like ours
which have very limited access and
influence for reforms.”

Mr. Saif Uddin,
Former Chairman Pakistan
Gemstone & Minerals
Association (PGMA)

Business Environment

impact

Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP)’s operations enhanced
according to international best practices.
Competition law culture promoted amongst the academic community.
Public private consultation processes contributed to enhance the
business environment by spearheading key reforms including the
development of the Trade Dispute Resolution Organisation (TDRO) Law.
Private sector has become acquainted with EU GSP+ regime and
conditions for preferential access to the EU market.

Sustain

CCP Training and Outreach Department
created and staffed to mainstream
research and capacity building internally/
externally.
Trade Dispute Resolution Organisation
Law formally supported and promoted by
Government of Pakistan so as to render
operational TDRO.
GoP acknowledged the benefits and
effectiveness of the consultation process
as a tool to inform the reform process
aimed at improving the business
environment.

Upscale

CCP initiated a joint curriculum with
the National University of Science and
Technology featuring competition law
and has on-going negotiations with other
institutions.
Platform to foster targeted public private
consultations on trade in services
has been created (i.e. Services Trade
Development Council).

it means
for us

Ahmed Qadir,
DG, Strategic Planning,
Outreach and External
Relations Department, CCP

“The enhanced tools enabled us to
expand our outreach activities with
our clients and work towards creating
a culture of competition in Pakistan.
With the modules developed with the
assistance of TRTA II, we are training
the Commission’s officers, students
and lawyers on competition law.
The regional perspective is important
to us and we are working for the
creation of a competition network in
SAARC2 region.“

2. The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

5

Years continuous national wide
consultations and sensitization oN
the EU GSP+ scheme

1

Guide on GSP+ and Pakistan’s EU
Export Opportunities developed

4000

Copies of the Guide on GSP+
disseminated

5

TECHNICAL PAPERS/BUSINESS GUIDE ON
GSP+ PRODUCED

1200+

Stakeholders across the Country
participated in GSP+ related events

1

Trade Dispute Resolution
Organization Law developed

it means
for ME
“No doubt the TDRO Law will change
the face of Pakistan’s foreign trade and
propel it to the top of international
dispute resolution mechanisms available
to global trade. If left unsupervised and
unguided, trade disputes could lead to
serious conflicts between governments
quite apart from damaging private sector
business interest and clogging even further
the current court structure in Pakistan.
The technical assistance from TRTA II
enabled us to introduce a law which
ensures effective, swift, transparent and
cost efficient dispute resolution which will
promote an environment of confidence
among the investors and traders.“

Ms. Roubina Taufiq Shah,
Director General TDRO

Fisheries

impact

Resumption of fisheries exports to the EU in March 2013.
Marine Fisheries Department (MFD) Karachi now conducts fisheries
supply chain inspections according to best practices.
Hygiene and quality of fish and fisheries products are diligently
managed in Karachi by boat owners, fishermen, auction hall
operators and processing plant staff, as well as by fishermen in
Baluchistan.

Sustain

MFD, Karachi is autonomously carrying
out all sanitary, traceability & HACCP3
inspections along entire fisheries supply
chain
Government of Pakistan/Government
of Sindh provided EUR 270,000 for
renovation of the auction halls
Boat owners upgraded at own cost 800
boats with food-grade fiberglass @EUR
300/boat)
Processing plant owners invested EUR
50,000/plant for food safety management

Upscale

EUR 4.4 million were approved by GoP
through 2 Planning Commission 1 [PC1]
projects for MFD to extend sanitary
controls to Korangi, Baluchistan & KPK
EUR 2.35 million were approved by
the Baluchistan Fisheries Department
to procure and distribute essential
equipment (insulated boxes, crates,
life jackets, etc.) for poor fishermen to
implement best fishing practices.

it means
for us
Before 2007, the testing services of MFD were
not internationally recognized. Shazia was
trained overseas at ITI, Colombo (SriLanka) on
laboratory procedures, record keeping and the
workings of an accredited laboratory.

“We now issue health certificates in
accordance with international market
standards. Because of our improved
credibility, we were able to reintroduce
Pakistani fishery products into the
European Union market.”
Dr. Shazia Naz,
Director of Quality Control
at the MFD

3. Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points

160

Consignments to the EU valued at
EUR 14.3 million

Zero

Rejection since resumption of
exports

800+

boats upgraded in Karachi

1500

Fishermen trained in Sindh on
hygiene best practices

35

master trainers at Baluchistan
Fisheries Department

2000

fishermen trained on best fishing
practices in Baluchistan at 17
landing sites

it means
for ME
“We worked day and night and couldn’t
even understand why our fish were
always in worse condition than others.”
Today, Asghar can sell 30% more quality fish at
a better price after each trip. This has increased
the income for him, his wife and their three kids
by 20%.”

“Now our lives have changed.
Our families are delighted.”

Asgar Ali,
Fisherman, Karachi

HORTICULTURE

impact

Mango & Kinnow sectors have now institutionalized community-based
capacity-building in international good practices under the lead of
Mango Research Station (MRS) and Citrus Research Institute (CRI).
High-end market linkages led to initial sales in Europe and Asia such as
to ASDA-Walmart (UK), and to ECONSAVE, Aeon Big, GIANT, GAYA &
Village Grocer in Malaysia, and Sheng Siong, Mustafa Shopping Centre
in Singapore.

Sustain

The Agriculture Department Punjab will
cover the cost of continued advice on
Codes of Practice (CoP) to the farmers
through Farmer Field Schools (FFSs).
The Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP), together with the
private sector contributed more than
2/3 towards the cost of promotional
campaigns.
Pakistani farmers and processors
continue to participate regularly in
international trade fairs.

Upscale

The guides and manuals on critical
control points along the supply chain
are adopted by Mango Research Station
(MRS) and Citrus Research Institute (CRI)
and disseminated to trained farmers,
processors and exporters.
USAID funded Agri-business Support
Fund (ASF) signed an MOU with the TRTA
Programme for the mass dissemination
of the developed Codes of Practice for
Kinnow and mangoes.

it means
for us
Our farmers changed their irrigation systems,
switched to better pest control and manage
now to avoid post harvest losses.

“The programme support was
comprehensive and covered the entire
mango and Kinnow supply chains. It
made us aware of the Codes of Practice
for farming, processing and export.”

Abdul Ghaffar,
Horticulturist, Agriculture
Department Punjab

“It also enabled us to develop
sustainable business linkages with
high-end market buyers.”

9-15%

reduced cost of Inputs

UP TO

25%

increased yield per hectare

Up to

20%

reduced post harvest wastage

80

Master trainers

200+

farmers trained on CoP/G.A.P.

it means
for ME
“It’s a revolution. We‘ve learned to prune
the trees and keep them shorter and
more manageable.
The illustrated good practice manual
has taught us many things that we didn’t
know.”
Ashiq is now employed by MRS to train other
farmers. This has also significantly increased his
income.

“It has made us better farmers.
Better mangoes make better life.”
Ashiq Muhammad,
Farmer, Multan

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

impact

Pakistan’s producers of electric fans, cutlery, protective gloves and
boots as well as surgical instruments have gained access to best
practice in terms of productivity, workers’ conditions and global
health & safety requirements, resulting in cost reduction, better
quality and access to new markets.
CE1 marking compliance opened new international markets.
By spending Euro 4,000 to achieve CE marking, one company
increased its turnover by Euro 450,000.

Sustain

Pakistan’s fan producers, through PEFMA5,
are now targeting exhibitions in the Middle
East, South Africa and China.
The Cutlery Association and TUSDEC are
working on technology up-gradation in the
cutlery sector.
Euro 6.3 million has been approved by
Government of Pakistan for a compliance
certification incentive programme for
SME’s.
Local consultants can support enterprises
to reach CE marking compliance.

Upscale

Pakistan Cutlery Association (PCSUMEA)
has initiated a PC1 for Euros 1.4 million,
through TUSDEC for additional 40
polishing machines to serve an additional
30 companies, to better protect the
workers.
PEFMA established a 3 year strategy to
penetrate international fan markets better.
NPO replicated the benchmarking
approach for textile and surgical sectors
Protective gear manufacturers achieved
CE marking for the rest of their models of
gloves and boots at their own cost.

it means
for us
Fan and protective gear need to be certified for
consumer safety through CE marking.

“Certification to CE Marking has
opened new markets for us in the EU
and the Middle East.“
“We are meeting international buyers’
requirements and our workers also
feel safer while working. They are not
worried anymore about health hazards
from the toxic substances in paint and
work more freely.”
Taimur Rafiq,
Former Chairman PEFMA

4. Conformité Européenne
5. Pakistan Electric Fan Manufacturers Association

90%

reduction in defect rate

38%

improvement in productivity

30%

Increase in exports for one protective
gear company

euro 1.9 million

Potential savings identified for about
200 fan producers through applying
good practices

250 personnel

From 19 manufacturing units of
industrial sectors (fans, surgical and
protective gears) trained on Process
Control and CSR6

17 Fan Models and
11 protective gears

(boots and gloves) conforming to CE
marking

it means
for ME
Companies changed the way they painted the
fans, which now better protects the workers.

“I go home fresh and now spend more
time with my family. My children are
happy because now I play with them and
often take them out as I feel better”.
“I am able to work more freely now as I
know I am wearing equipment that keeps
me protected.“

6. Corporate Social Responsibility

Mudassar Iqbal,
worker at fan plant

QUALITY INFRASTRUCTURE

impact

Through a National Quality Policy (NQP) and the upgrading of
quality infrastructure and conformity assessment services (testing,
certification and inspection) to international good practice, Pakistan
has today a modern, internationally recognized system to prove the
compliance of products.
This reduces the cost of trading for exporters and at the same time
protects better the local consumers better.

Sustain

The National Quality Policy provides the
overall vision for quality infrastructure
development and it is supported by GoP
funding of Euro 6.2 million.
PNAC’s7 international recognition has
allowed it to significantly develop its
accreditation business, resulting in income
generation and leading to self-sustainability.
136 qualified professionals will provide
enterprise advisory services in market driven
certification systems.

Upscale

Euro 6.3 million for an incentive programme
supporting SME’s trade standards compliance
has been approved by GoP/MoST
Government of Pakistan mobilized funding
for renovation work to up-grade laboratory
infrastructure & provision of testing
equipment and a local Proficiency Testing
scheme.
PNAC signed further recognition agreements
with IAF for accreditation of Certification
Bodies and Inspection Bodies.
PNAC launched the local accreditation of
Proficiency Testing schemes.

it means
for us
Accreditation is the key to reliable conformity
assessment. In the past, foreign accreditation
bodies had to provide this service in Pakistan.

Ms. Ismat Gul Khattak,
Director General PNAC

“In 2009 and in 2012 PNAC has been
recognized internationally by its peers,
both in the Asia Pacific region and
globally. PNAC accreditation services are
now accepted worldwide and Pakistan’s
trading partners have greater confidence
in products tested from PNAC accredited
laboratories.This in turn has opened
the door widely to testing laboratories,
inspection bodies and certification bodies
to get the accuracy of their operations
verified in a way that international
trading partners trust.”

1

National Quality Policy developed

500+

Laboratories have access to
internationally recognized NPSL8
calibration services

100+

Technical laboratory assessors
empanelled by PNAC to strengthen its
accreditation services

136

National consultants have acquired
certified capabilities for market
driven private standards (FSSC9 22000,
BRC10, SEDEX11, GlobalGap, Traceability,
GMP12.)

1900+

product tests are internationally
recognized

it means
for ME
In the past, expertise for internationally
required standards like ISO 22000, Global Gap
or British Retail Consortium standards was rare
and costly in Pakistan.

“I have convenient and cheap access
to the certification and testing
facilities to ensure quality. I have been
able to acquire certifications in Global
GAP13, HACCP, IFS14 which help me
promote my products in international
markets confidently.”
7. Pakistan National Accreditation Council
8. National Physical Standard Laboratories
9. Food Safety System Certification
10. British Retail Consortium
11. Supplier Ethical Data Exchange
12. Good Manufacturing Practice
13. Global Good Agricultural Practice
14. International Food Standard

Chaudhry Muhammad Naseer,
Kinnow Pack House Owner

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

impact

Accredited testing services within Pakistan cover now 80% export
products at less than 50% of the previous cost.
Testing turn-around time has decreased from weeks to days.
The demand for product testing services increased after
accreditation by about 110%/year.
Laboratories increased their revenue after accreditation by an
average of 245%/year.
75% of private sector is satisfied with accredited testing services.

Sustain

30 labs are self-sustained due to the
implementation of a demand driven
Business Plan.
The implementation of a National Quality
Policy will facilitate the retention of
revenue by laboratories.
The locally established Proficiency
Testing (PT) scheme is internationally
recognized.

Upscale

Euro 22,000 were provided by
Government of Pakistan/Ministry of
Science & Technology for the renovation
work to setup the Dioxin lab, established
in March 2013.
Euro 490,000 were provided by MoST for
the establishment of National Proficiency
Testing scheme at NPSL.
In addition to the TRTA supported 44
testing and calibration laboratories,
PNAC accredited other 45 laboratories
since 2009.

it means
for us
Ghulam in the past could not have his
mangoes tested in Pakistan in a way that
foreign buyers would have trusted it.

“Establishment of accredited
laboratories within Pakistan has
greatly benefited my business.
We do not need to send our samples
to laboratories abroad anymore,
which has resulted in significant cost
reduction, shorter lead times, and
increased efficiency.”
Ghulam Qadir Bhutta,
Mango Grower & Exporter

83

Testing laboratories accredited by
PNAC (38 TRTA supported)

6

accredited NPSL calibration
laboratories provide onsite
services

4
7

Certification Bodies and

Inspection Bodies accredited
by PNAC

60%

Cost reduction through NPSL on
site calibration of laboratory
balances

80%

Cost reduction through
participation in local Proficiency
Testing schemes for laboratories

it means
for ME
The FSC&RD15 testing laboratory looked for
advice in seed germination techniques and
laboratory management.

“It was a wonderful experience for me
to have the opportunity to visit such
advanced labs in Australia and learn
so much.”
FSC&RD eventually got accredited from PNAC.

“Every day I work, I apply something
I learned from my study tour.”

15. Federal Seed Certification & Registration Department

Syeda Mahmoona Kaukab

FOOD SAFETY

impact

Pakistan’s agro-food sector has now the basis for a modern food
safety legal and regulatory framework along international best
practices.
Main universities deliver food safety qualifications, which are in high
demand by private and public sector.
Provincial food safety authorities have adopted international good
practices.

Sustain

The national Food Safety Bill creates a
long-term basis for modern management
of food safety, plant and animal health,
as well as the protection of consumers.
4 universities are offering self-sustained,
internationally recognized diploma
courses on food safety & controls and
one university has upgraded to M. Phil.
Level.
The Punjab Food Safety Authority
self-sustains its operations based on
international references.

Upscale

2 additional universities in Punjab
launched a similar course at their own
expense, based on the Post Graduate
Diploma Course (PGDC) syllabus for food
safety & controls
Further 150 students are currently
enrolled cumulatively at these
universities and are expected to
graduate by May-June 2016
Other provinces now also start setting up
food safety authorities.

it means
for us
Pakistan did not have an internationally
recognized educational course option in food
safety.

“The introduction of the REHIS, UK
accredited post diploma graduate
course on food safety and controls
has allowed us to increase the scale
and breadth of the courses being
offered at our university.”

Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha,
Vice Chancellor, UVAS

“Many of our trained graduates are
employed in the public and private
sector.”

1

National Food Safety Bill approved

350

food safety officers graduated by
May/June 2016

30

inspectors of Punjab Food
Authority trained

80%

of the graduates are recruited by
public and private sector

6

universities sustain post graduate
studies in food safety

it means
for ME
Hina became part of the Punjab food
inspection teams.

“We can do our job with more
accuracy and introduce global
food health and safety standards in
Pakistan.”
“People think a woman can only
work in the kitchen. I want people to
understand that women can also do
what men have traditionally been
doing in our society - go out and
work.”

Hina Mukhatar,
Food inspector

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

impact

Time to grant IP rights reduced through effective use of automation
system & digitized IP records.
Collective Management Organization (CMO) under establishment for
distribution of royalties for music.
Development of new IP laws (Utility Models, Geographical Identifications,
Plant Breeders Rights) being studied based on expert papers.
A knowledge exchange forum, Pakistan Innovation Network (PiNET),
developed as a central point of contact for universities and industry.
Creation of an Islamabad-based forum of ORICs16 on strengthening of
Technology Management Offices (TMOs).

Sustain

IPO maintaining their modernized ICT
infrastructure and systems with allocated
resources.
IPO continuing consultations with
stakeholders & WIPO on accession to
Madrid System.
Position papers being developed by IPO
on way forward for protection of GIs,
PBRs & Utility Models.
High Education Commission has agreed
for ownership and sustainability of PiNET.

Upscale

‘One-Window’ operation for the Patent
Office, Trade Marks Registry & Copyright
Office planned by IPO.
Extension of modernization to the IPO
Regional Office in Lahore.
IP Tribunals established at Islamabad,
Lahore and Karachi also Enforcement
coordination committees established at
the provincial levels.
Legislative and regulatory framework
being reviewed for accession to Madrid
System.

it means
for us
“Through the TRTA-II Programme,
our organization has benefited
significantly in improving our
services and revenues through
modernization, digitization and staff
and management training.”

Mr. Meesaq Arif,
Director IPO Pakistan

16. Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization

5 to 3 years

Reduced time to grant patents

36 to 18 months

Reduced time to register
trademarks

6 million+

IP paper records digitized

3 fold

Improved performance of
trademark examiners

18

Judges participated in a colloquium
on IP enforcement

it means
for ME
“We need to promote the incredible
talent coming out of Pakistan and
provide artists an opportunity to
make a living.”
“Protecting intellectual property is
essential to creating an environment
where creativity and invention can
flourish; it fuels progress and leads to
economic development.”

Mr. Aaron Haroon Rashid,
musician

Project Management Office
(PMO) Team, Islamabad
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