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With Pakistan's increasing interest to
export livestock, 'halal' meat and
meat products, as well as a massive
domestic market for small and large
ruminants, it has become imperative
to assess the veterinary services,
revamp animal health legislation in
line with best international practices
and address the regulatory
framework governing sanitar y

controls along the entire supply
chain. In 2013, Pakistan exports of
livestock and products of animal
origin, excluding raw fish and fish
products, amounted to US$ 228
million, which is far below the
perceived potential. This is mainly
due to a weak SPS management and
control system, lack of traceability
and a coherent risk-based approach.

To strengthen their resolve to
increase exports in the sector, the
Government of Pakistan requested
the TRTA II programme to provide the
requisite technical assistance, in
order to facilitate the World Animal
Health Organisation (OIE) to send a
mission to conduct an assessment
using the internationally recognised
Performance of Veterinary Services
(PVS) tool. Pakistan was one of
handful of countries in Asia who had
not yet asked OIE to conduct its PVS
analysis. This PVS evaluation tool is
a globally recognised unique process
to assess veterinary services, animal
health legislation, veterinar y
education, laboratory capacity and
the level of private sector
engagement in the area of animal
health, veterinary services and
livestock production.

In November 2014, through the
collective effor ts of the Chief
Veterinary Office, Federal Ministry of
National Food Security & Research
a n d Pr o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t s ,
supported by the TRTA II programme,
the OIE send a 3-man mission to
Pakistan, for the first time ever, to
conduct its PVS evaluation. The 3week visit included meetings at
Federal and Provincial departments
dealing with veterinary services,
academic institutions for veterinary
learning and testing facilities for
animal health, veterinary drugs and
disease control. The OIE mission also
visited private sector enterprises that
process food of animal origin and the
export designated slaughterhouses
in Lahore, Karachi, Quetta and
Peshawar.

earned in foreign exchange through the
expor t of livestock and livestock
products. Pakistan's strategic
geographic location provides a range
of oppor tunities and considerable
scope for the country's livestock
products, especially in the case of
Halal food. However, the key to the
enhancement of the quality of livestock
production and trade in any country
lies in adherence to global best
practices, advancements towards
value addition, compliance to
international standards, and efficient
veterinar y ser vices. Therefore,
veterinary infrastructure, qualified
manpower, effectively enforced
legislation, and transparency in
veterinary practices and procedures
play a critical role in this respect.

standards, which, in turn, supports the
compliance of expor ted livestock
products with global market
requirements. That being said, I
eagerly await the Mission's preliminary
findings.

MESSAGE CORNER
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
COMMISSIONER
Ministry of National Food
Security and Research
Dr. Qurban Ali

I am pleased to discover that this issue
of Trade Time, the quarterly newsletter
published by the Trade Related
Technical Assistance (TRTA II)
Programme to reflect on its activities,
will be covering the OIE – Veterinary
Ser vices Evaluation Mission to
Pakistan.
The Mission was fielded under the EUfunded TRTA II Programme to address
the Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)
and food safety issues related to agrobased products in Pakistan. The core
objective of this suppor t was to
facilitate Pakistan's integration into
global trade, and to improve the state
of compliance of exported products
with market requirements. A concept
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new to Pakistan, the process of
veterinar y ser vices evaluation
provides animal health managers with
a great opportunity to enhance their
understanding of OIE veterinary
services standards, thereby enabling
them to acquire more credible
international animals and animal
products trade certifications.
In Pakistan, livestock is among the
most vibrant segments of the
agriculture sector; during 2013-14,the
sector contributed to agricultural value
addition by 55.9% and to national GDP
by 11.8%.For the same time period, the
gross value addition of the sector
amounted to Rs. 776.5 billion, and
more than US$ 650 million were

In my opinion, the process of
veterinary services evaluation is
essential for the identification of
loopholes, and the successive
initiation of the process of refinement
of Pakistan's livestock and animal
health control system. This process
follows a treatment protocol leading up
to the improvement of veterinary
services compliance with international

I believe that this evaluation is the
beginning of a new era of opportunities
and a major paradigm shift. In the light
of the OIE Mission's guidelines, a
mammoth task of the overhaul of
veterinar y ser vices, livestock
infrastructure and the industry lies
ahead of us. Therefore, I urge all of the
concerned depar tments and
stakeholders to join hands and play
their respective roles in the
accomplishment of this aim. Finally, I
thank the EU for facilitating and
extending its support in carrying out
the evaluation of Pakistan's Veterinary
Ser vices, and look for ward to
continuous and meaningful
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e T RTA I I
Programme to address the challenges
of quality control for livestock
commodities and compliance to
international export protocols.

HIGHLIGHTS
Consultative workshops to facilitate the OIE PVS mission to Pakistan
The role of veterinary services is not only crucial to
international certification for trade but is also equally
important for the livestock related service delivery to
its stakeholders and an overall development of
livestock for rural socioeconomic uplift in Pakistan to
reduce poverty and improve national food security.
Animal Health Organization (OIE) conducts the
evaluation of veterinary services (PVS) of a country to
identify the gaps and suggest the improvements.
Pakistan Veterinary Services Evaluation was a new
concept to the veterinarians and para-veterinarians in
Pakistan. Little was known to the process and
procedures of the PVS details developed by the OIE to
the Administrative Authorities of Veterinary Services in
the country. It was therefore imperative, to conduct

consultation with local veterinary authorities and Chief

preparatory and consultation workshops before the

Veterinary Officer.

arrival of OIE mission. On the request of Government of
Pakistan the TRTA II programme in collaboration with
MNFS&R facilitated the conduct of three workshops at
Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi. One day workshop
was conducted at each of the above place in

tool and 6-12 critical competencies with each
competency having five levels of advancement (level
one describing as 'no compliance' and level-5 as 'full

The participants of the workshop were briefed about

compliance') with OIE Standards. In overall 41 critical

the objectives of OIE veterinary service evaluation; the

competencies were discussed with 205 possible

purpose of standards, in addition to legal basis and use

indications on the levels.

of PVS tool. The participants carried out detailed
exercise on four fundamental components of OIE PVS

PVS preparatory meeting in Islamabad: Dr. Qurban Ali, AHC
briefing the participants on the PVS process

The 7th Programme Steering Committee meeting heralds great strides for
quality trading in Pakistan
Programme activities for the period November 2013 –
September 2014 were reviewed on 15th October 2014
at a steering committee meeting chaired by Mr
Shehzad Arbab, Secretary MoC and Mr François
Bernard, the newly appointed Head of Cooperation at
EUD,
In her opening remarks Ms Anjum Amin (DG PITAD)
expressed how the TRTA II programme has made huge
progress throughout the year and reiterated the
significance of the GSP+ status by EU and the marked
difference this standing will have on the country going
forward.
Addressing the meeting, Mr Esam Alqararah, a UNIDO
representative, commended the effective
management of the programme, which represents a
milestone in the EU-UNIDO partnership. Mr Steffen
Kaeser, a UNIDO Programme Manager praised the
remarkable Pakistani quality infrastructure pillars,
which have gained international recognition by their
peers and are contributing to the private sector export
and growth.

Presentations were made highlighting the accolades of
the past year. As with any successful programme
sustainability must be brought to the forefront of all
discussions and Mr Bernard François stressed the
need to ensure a bright outlook for Pakistani exporters
in the future.
Building on this, recommendations from Mr Azhar Ali
Chaudhry, Add. Sec. MoC, suggested more focus on
the industrial sector, diversification of horticultural
produce and the essential link with academic research.
He stressed the need to move from a factor base to

Mr. Shehzad Arbab, Secretary MoC and Mr. Bernard François,
Head of Operations-EUD co-chairing the seventh PSC

knowledge base.
The TRTA II programme strides into the future with
strong partnerships and evidenced successes, setting
the scene to propel Pakistan even further into the
international export market.

3

HIGHLIGHTS
Pakistani exporters prove themselves to be leaders in quality
Pakistan has long acknowledged that in order
to export to Europe and the Middle East,
quality needs to be at the forefront of
everybody's thoughts. With that in mind, the
TRTA II programme supported numerous
Pakistani manufacturers to achieve the “CE”
conformity assessment marking to make
crucial steps towards increasing their export
potential. The CE marking is compulsory for
many products sold in Europe, including
protective clothing and electric fans products central to the TRTA II programme.
This TRTA II programme denoted the
development of a CE marking procedure, led
by UK-based CE marking expert Dr. Adam
Pinney and TRTA II Sector Expert Qasar
Wasique, to support more manufacturers in
the future. With sustainability a crucial
component, a second strand also involved
training experts from Pakistan as master
trainers to create a 'legacy' for the future and
advise and assist manufacturers in obtaining

the CE marking long past when the project has
finished.
For one recipient of suppor t - glove
manufacturer Suntex in Faisalabad - the
benefits are clear. The company saw a
massive 20% rise in exports with a predicted
increase to 30% by the end of 2014. This
means an additional value of 450 000. With
the cost of obtaining the CE marking for
Suntex costing 4000, the benefits speak for
themselves!
CE marking can be used anywhere in the
world to show that products have achieved a
high level of safety, which is exactly what
Pakistan intends to do within the fan industry
in the Middle East – the marking is not
mandatory there but by far will show best
practice by Pakistani exporters and hopefully
prove them head and shoulders above the
rest.

17 fan models achieve the CE Marking status

Protective Boots vying for CE Marking

GSP+ Guide's presentation to EU Development Counsellors
The EU is among Pakistan's most important trading
partners, representing about 21.2% of the latter's
total exports. Trade between the two partners has
witnessed a steady annual increase of 4.7% from
2007 to 2011. The grant of the GSP+ status to
Pakistan, to support the country's sustainable
economic development and integration in the world
economy, has provided duty relief on approximately
76% of country's exports to the EU.
In addition to the “Ever ything but Arms”
duty/quota-free market access scheme for least

developed countries, the GSP scheme is a
programme of unilateral trade preferences for
eligible developing countries, authorized under the
WTO enabling clause. The GSP+ scheme of the
GSP arrangement offers deeper tariff preferences to
developing on about 66% tariff lines. However, in
order to acquire the GSP+ status, a developing
country must meet certain eligibility criteria,
including ratification and effective compliance with
the 27 international conventions on human and
labor rights, good governance and environmental
protection.

The EU member states possess genuine interest in
improving trade relations with Pakistan by helping it
acquire maximum benefits from the GSP+ scheme
and assisting it in meeting the scheme's eligibility
requirements. In that view, the TRTA II team
delivered a presentation on 18 November 2014 to
the Development Counselors of the EU member
states, the Deputy Ambassador of the EU in
Pakistan, Mr. Stefano Gatto, and other senior
officers of the EU delegation.

PITAD assisted to organize training for public sector on trade statistics
PITAD's training curriculum and content was
thoroughly reviewed and enriched to bring it at par
with international standards. In addition, 18 master
trainers were trained by international experts,
together with the development of 12 internationally
accredited training modules on various trade policy
issues.
Using the developed modules and facilitated master
trainers, PITAD and TRTA II jointly organized more
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than 30 training in Pakistan that had over 2200
attendees from the public and private sectors.
However, since the objective of the Programme was
to enable PITAD to deliver such training
independently, it is an achievement worth flagging
that the latter has been capacitated to do so. In the
last few months, PITAD has been able to organize
and provide multiple training to the private sector
and chambers. Two training on advanced trade
economics analysis tools for the public sector were

organized on PITAD premises on the 25th and 27th
of November 2014, respectively, while a workshop
on trade diagnostic indicators was arranged from
16th to 18th December 2014. The master trainers
trained under Component 1 delivered lectures
during these training, whereas other local experts
gave lectures on other specific topics, with this cost
being covered through PITAD budget.

TRADE POLICY
Series of training on the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement

R. Steffano Gatto, Deputy Ambassador EU, addressing the participants at the Trade Facilitation workshop in Islamabad.

Following the signing of a new Trade Facilitation
Agreement during the WTO Ministerial Conference held
in Bali, there emerged a global demand for the capacity
building of the public and private sectors in developing
countries regarding the implications of the Agreement,
and an understanding of the way in which these sectors
can benefit from the improved trade facilitation regime.
The Agreement provides to minimize and streamline
customs procedures, improve appeal and consultation
procedures, and enhance the ability of traders to
access the information they require to trade their goods
internationally.

two international experts of Trade Facilitation were
invited to the country by the TRTA II Programme. These
exper ts delivered training to approximately 500
stakeholders from the public and private sectors and
academia on the new Trade Facilitation Agreement and,
more importantly, on how the private sector can
increase its influence in Trade Policy formulation. These
training were conducted in three cities from 24 to 27
November, in association with relevant Chambers and
Trade associations. The training sessions were covered
by 11 TV channels and 41 articles were published in
various English and Urdu newspapers.

Consistent with need of developing Pakistani
stakeholders' capacity with respect to the Agreement,

During his address in the seminar held in Islamabad, the
Deputy Ambassador of the European Union Delegation

to Pakistan, Mr. Stefano Gatto, said that with the EU
being Pakistan's best trading partner, the country
should make efforts to benefit from the opportunities
available to Pakistani exporters after the grant of the
GSP+ status. He highlighted that although a surge in
textile exports has already taken place, there exists
further potential for export enhancement in the sector.
He stressed, however, that market access alone is not
enough and that the Government and private sector
should work together to improve the conditions for
Pakistan's productive industries.
Mr. Azhar Ali Chaudhry, Additional Secretary, Ministry
of Commerce, at the occasion, praised the efforts of the
TRTA II programme. He showed appreciation for the
recent publications on the GSP+ scheme that provide
guidance to Pakistan's public and private sectors on the
procedures required for exporting to the EU. He
underlined the commitment of the Government to
implement the commitments under the GSP+ scheme,
along with highlighting the efforts undertaken in that
respect. Expressing hopes that the SMEs will benefit
from the guidance on the new WTO agreement on Trade
Facilitation, he asserted that the training would help the
SMEs overcome custom formalities, including those
related to the EU under the GSP+ scheme.

Training delivered to SMEs on export procedures to Europe under the
GSP+ scheme
compliance with Non Tariff Measures (NTMs), which
include preferential rules of origin, is mandatory.

Josephine Koopman of CBI delivering a lecture on the
benefits of GSP+ of EU market entry

The grant of the GSP+ status to Pakistan, effective
since January 1 2014, uncovered the need for the
capacity building of SMEs to allow them to remain
compliant with the scheme's requirements, along with
gaining its potential benefits. SMEs in Pakistan, with
their limited capacities, normally find it difficult to fully
understand the complex legal and procedural
requirements, or the extent of preferences available
under the scheme. Given these comprehension
difficulties faced by SMEs and new exporters, a
Business Guide on the GSP+ scheme was
commissioned to be developed under Component 1 of
the TRTA II programme in consultation with relevant
stakeholders in Pakistan. The aim of this Guide was to
increase the SMEs' grasp of the scheme, and
understanding of the exporting procedures specific to
the EU. The Guide was translated to Urdu to generate
greater impact and wider outreach.
While the GSP+ scheme provides tariff preferences,

Subsequent to the Guide's development and
dissemination, a series of training on the scheme were
organized in four major cities of Pakistan. The purpose
of this intervention was to present the benefits and
requirements of the scheme to potential stakeholders,
along with raising general awareness about the
existence of the Guide. These training were delivered by
two international experts from the EU, and attended by
more than 500 public and private stakeholders. Over a
thousand hard copies of the Guide both, in Urdu and
English were distributed to the trainees to ensure that
these stakeholders were in possession of all the
necessary material required for exporting to the EU, in
addition to training provided on the use of the Guide.
The training were held in collaboration with the Karachi,
Lahore, Faisalabad, and Sialkot Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, the Government of Punjab,
and sectoral trade associations such as the PREGMEA,
PAKSEA, Textile Mills Association, Fruits and
Vegetables Producers and Exporters Association,
Footwear Association and Pakistan Dairy Association.
To facilitate further public outreach, wide media
coverage was generated with the help of articles and
pictures being featured in 54 English and Urdu
newspapers, and event coverage by 6 TV channels and
Radio Pakistan (in Karachi).

the capacity of the private sector on the GSP+ scheme,
in addition to developing infrastructure and overcoming
the energy crisis. Emphasizing the need to focus on
value-addition, the speakers underscored it as the only
way forward in raising Pakistan's exports to the EU.
Mr. Arif Anwar Baloch, Secretary Industries, Commerce
and Investment Punjab and Mr. Farhan Aziz, Khawaja,
Secretary Labor and Human Resources Punjab,
emphasized that the business community should step
up its production and marketing efforts to attain
maximum benefit from the preferential market access
opportunity granted to Pakistan under the GSP+
scheme. Both speakers stressed the importance of the
collaboration between the public and private sectors to
elevate the competitiveness and value of exports to the
EU. They also highlighted the efforts of the Punjab
government and their collaboration with Component 1
of TRTA II programme in connection with the GSP+
scheme.
Deputy Director Department of Commerce and Investment
Punjab giving his opening remarks

In their speeches delivered at the training in the four
cities, the presidents of the respective Chambers of
Commerce and Industry stressed the need to develop
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INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING
The World Animal Health Organisation evaluates Pakistan!
communication with international partners. At the end
of the mission, the team expressed their appreciation
for the organisation of the mission, and the very
positive spirit in which they had been received at all
levels of organisation.

OIE-PVS mission during the visit to Nestle-Pakistan

In November 2014, the Ministry of National Food
Security and Research hosted a mission from the
World Animal Health Organisation (the OIE
http://www.oie.int) which undertook a strategic review
of animal health controls in Pakistan. This review,
termed a “Performance of Veterinary Services” (PVS)
follows a standard approach for assessing the
capacity a country to apply effective animal health
controls in line with the OIE standards (the PVS
Pathway). The OIE is one of the three internationally
mandated bodies for Sanitary and Phytosanitary
(SPS) Standards (the others being Codex Alimentarius
for food safety and the International Plant Protection
Convention for plant health). These bodies set the
international standards to be applied under WTO rules
for SPS measures in the international trade of food and
agricultural products.
The OIE international experts were Dr. Sloboden
Cokrevski (Macedonia), Dr.John Woodford (UK) and

Dr. Moisés Vargas-Terán (Peru). They were hosted by
the Animal Health Commissioner of the Ministry of
National Food Security and Research (Dr. Qurban Ali),
and supported by national consultant Dr. Saeed
Ahmad, appointed by the TRTA II programme. The OIE
experts undertook an intensive programme of visits,
reviewing the work of the Animal Quarantine
Department in border controls, the National Veterinary
and Poultry Laboratories, and Livestock and Dairy
Departments of Provincial and District Governments,
as well as the organisation of field level controls,
regulation of veterinary medicines and veterinary
education provision. They reviewed legislation,
organisation structures, arrangements for inspection
of meat and products of animal origin, epidemiological
surveillance, and animal movement controls, as well
as assessing the extent of important functions such as
vaccine production, risk assessment and

The international experts will apply the “OIE Tool for the
Evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services” (the
OIE PVS Tool) which will assess Pakistan's
performance against the international standards
published in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code. The
resulting PVS report, which is expected to be received
after peer review in early 2015, will be used to identify
the areas of animal health controls which will need
strengthening in the future. The report will also provide
the most useful tool for the future actions required to
bring Pakistan into line with international standards
(such as new legislation, training, upgrading of
surveillance). This process will greatly facilitate the
further development of the livestock sector, which has
enormous potential in terms of international and
regional trade.

Veterinarians examining cow prior to performing the
pregnancy test

International partnership facilitated for CCP institutional capacity building

H.E. Lars Gunnar WIGEMARK, EU Ambassador addressing
the participants at the World Competition Day in Islamabad

The TRTA II Programme was tasked, through a pilot
project in the extension phase, to initiate a series of
interventions for the institutional capacity building of
the Competition Commission of Pakistan (CCP). In this
connection, an institutional capacity needs
assessment of the CCP was conducted, followed by
the development of the desired capacity building
interventions within the available resources of the pilot
programme.
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One such intervention was concerned with the
development of training modules for the CCP, through
the establishment of partnerships with international
institutes to benefit from their expertise. In the
partnership agreement negotiated between the EU
Directorate-General for Competition (DG Comp) and
the CCP, the former agreed to train one officer from the
CCP on the substantive enforcement of competition
law. The visit of the selected officer to DG Comp in
Brussels for the three-month training focused on
merger reviews has been scheduled for March 2015.
In a similar vein, in the negotiation between the CCP
and Kings College London (KCL), the latter agreed to
train one office from the CCP on the academic aspects
of competition law. Currently, a professor from KCL is
mentoring the designated CCP officer in the
development of a training module on the subject, who
will later be sent to KCL for three weeks to participate in
competition law courses and have face-to-face
meetings with competition law exper ts. Such
partnerships with international competition authorities

and experts will add to CCP's industrial linkages,
enabling, not only a transfer of expertise to the CCP, but
an overall enhancement of its role in the development
of regional and global competition networks.

H.E. Mr. WIGEMARK (EU Ambassador) and Dr. Joseph Wilson
(Chairman CCP) with delegates of the World Competition Day

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING
A visit to IP-Australia marks the start of a beautiful friendship for
plant production
In a bid to build on a new partnership with Australia, the
TRTA II programme took the opportunity to arrange a
2-day visit to the 'plant builders rights' offices at IPAustralia in Canberra. The Federal Seed Certification
& Registration Department (FSC&RD) staff of Pakistan
was already on a study tour and so it was an opportune
time to learn from one of the best IP programmes for
plant variety protection in the world.
Pakistan is making some progress in this industry and
the Ministry of Food Security & Research, along with
IPO-Pakistan, recently presented a Bill on Plant
Breeders Rights (PBR) to the Cabinet of Pakistan for
approval and enactment. As part of this Bill, the
FSC&RD is responsible for testing the 'distinctness,
uniformity and stability (DUS) for the registration and
protection of Pakistan's plant varieties – with Mr. Nazar
Iqbal taking the lead - and so the group eagerly
anticipated learning from and sharing information with
the DUS testing system in Australia.
Nik Hulse, senior PBR examiner welcomed the
delegation in the IP Australia office. He stated that
delegations of PBR examiners from China, Vietnam
and other SE Asian countries often visit IP-Australia to
receive comprehensive and extensive training on DUS
and PBR procedures and some useful information did
indeed come out of the visit which will prove vital to
progression in this sector for Pakistan. For example,
IP-Australia uses the PBR law to protect plant variety.
The PBR Registry & DUS examination in Australia is
also addressed under separate administration and the
PBR offices of IP Australia have 5 examiners on their
direct payroll. To support these 5 examiners they have

Group holding discussions with Nik Hulse of the PBR
section at IP-Australia

convention in order to maximise its benefits and
mobile resources from other donors to fund future
activities.
The visit in Australia ended on a positive note with IPAustralia willing to explore future endeavours which
will no doubt help Pakistan strive towards better
systems and procedures in the international sphere.
an additional 250 qualified persons (QP) who are
trained to supervise/conduct DUS trials in the field.
PBR/IP Australia also has many training modules that
it uses to help developing strengthen their PBR
requirements and DUS examinations. In order to
achieve the same standards the FSC&RD has to
ensure that it has all the necessary equipment and
systems in place to carry out the required tests and
that the three labs at the FSC&RD (Seed Health, Seed
Purity & Seed Germination) receive accreditation
status from PNAC and confir m their ISTA
accreditation.
The IPO-Pakistan was strongly advised to strengthen
its staff base and recruit qualified persons as
examiners. Only then can a comprehensive training
tour to IP Australia be arranged through sourced
funding. The TRTA II programme recommended that
IPO-Pakistan, after enactment of the PBR and a
revision of the Seed Act, reconsider Pakistan's
membership of UPOV and succession to the

Group picture with Nik Hulse outside IP-Australia Office

Australia provides hand-on training for seed specialists
hand knowledge of international requirements from an
International Seed Testing Association (ISTA)
accredited seed-testing laboratory by supporting a 10day study tour to none other than Tasmania, Australia in
December 2014.

Peter Cross (Team Leader Plant Pathology Lab) explaining to
the FSCR&RD staff (TMs Plant Health) the record keeping
procedures

Hands-on training is second to none. It can lead to a
wealth of knowledge and understanding to further
quality management systems (QMS) and this is exactly
what Pakistan's Central Seed Testing Laboratory
(CSTL) of the Federal Seed Certification & Registration
Department (FSC&RD) needed when it placed a QMS in
the laboratory.
However, though an excellent step forward to achieving
international standards, more was needed to drive
forward Pakistan's accreditation status within the
global sphere. It was at this juncture then, that the TRTA
II programme supported technical staff to gain first-

This incredible opportunity saw participants trained in
QMS; methods of quality assurance and administrative
procedures to implement the QMS. In addition they
learnt about the SOPs for carrying out different
operations and testing methods in the laboratory; seed
sampling policies and the handling of samples from
field to storage. The trainees also were able to better
understand the ISTA method of determining the purity of
a 'plant variety' purity and the quality control and
managerial aspects of the accreditation system overall.
The training was conducted by a team of three seed
analysts lead by the QM of the TSS lab, Mr. R. Stuart
Smith.

through a series of seminars/workshops to other
technical staff of the numerous satellite seed labs
throughout Pakistan.
In correlation with the main goal which is, of course, to
become PNAC and ISTA accredited, staff will also
produce a timeline for these international
endorsements and a funding proposal to cover the
accreditation fee and subsequent audit and
assessments.
There is no doubt that with these
certifications in place, Pakistan can become a major
player in the seed industry of the world.

In order to fully reap the benefits of this study tour the
CSTL of FSC&RD look set to disseminate the learnings
Group Photo of the FSC&RD trainees at the Seed Testing
Laboratory, Launceston
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SECTORAL SUPPORT
Master trainers spread expertise throughout mango and Kinnow sectors

TRTA II IE, Mr. Kit Chan, describing key CoPs to the Mater Trainers in Kinnow

Along with the demand for improved quality and
increased production, comes the need for recognised
Codes of Practice. This is just what the TRTA II
programme designed for the kinnow and mango supply
chains in Pakistan to consolidate the country's growing
expertise in quality exporting.
Utilising the expertise of Kit Chan, a specialist in good
agricultural practice, and the NE M. Aurangzaib along
with the officers from Research Directorate of
Agricultural Dept. of Govt. of The Punjab, CoP manuals
were written for government and NGOs to collaborate
with farmers. These partnerships aimed to yield new
technologies for ecological agriculture, using few
external inputs. Extensive staff training in various
research institutes including the Mango Research
Station (MRS), the Citrus Research Institute (CRI) and
the University of Agriculture in Faisalabad identified the
critical control points (CCPs) of the supply chain –
reviewed and finalised by stakeholders - to help them as
master trainers to teach the CCPs and the CoPs in an
accessible way to farmers. Participants in the master
training included officers of the Directorate of

Extension, Pest Warning and Quality Control of
Pesticides and In-service Agriculture Training Institute
of the Agriculture Department of the Government of the
Punjab and the Pakistan Horticulture Development and
Export Company (PHDEC).
The research institutes went on to conduct regular
training on the CoPs in Farmer Field Schools in 10 farm
clusters - each cluster consists of one large farmer with
four or more associated members with an area of
around 250 acres. The TRTA II programme expects an

Master Trainers treated the mango tree with PBZ for effective
tree management

overall increase of 20-25% in production and quality
through the application of the CoPs.
To harness this progress, March 2015 will see a further
twenty officers in the kinnow and mango sectors
trained, with an additional ten farm clusters in mango
and ten farm clusters in Kinnow identified. With such
strong and widespread dissemination of key
information to support farmers, Pakistan can look
forward to a healthy outlook in the form of increased
profits and production in the mango and kinnow
sectors.

Mater Trainers learn about Kinnow processing during their field visit

New harvesting bags reduce fruit loss and increase profits
Pakistan is the tenth largest producer of citrus in the
world and is the largest producer of kinnow - a unique
variety of citrus indigenous to Asia. Every year Pakistan
grows in excess of two million metric tons of kinnow. In
2013 the country exported 405,243,302 tons valued at
$171,384,105. Its exports could be further increased
by making improvements in the supply chain to
guarantee the SPS and Food Safety considerations.
So what does a country do when the fruit loss
percentage is disproportionately high due to the faulty
harvest and handling practices by its workforce? Farm
and contracted labour for harvest are not trained to
skillfully perform the harvesting and fruit handling
operations – costly mistakes include over filling bins
with fruit, using incorrect crate stacking practices, and
throwing fruit crates around. Experts at the TRTA II
programme identified the Critical Control Points (CCPs)
and developed the Codes of Practice (CoPs) for the
entire kinnow supply chain to try to bring this problem
under control.
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Kinnow harvest bag designed and provided by TRTA II

In the traditional harvesting system, a cloth (jholi) is
used for collecting the harvested kinnow fruit. Usually
the workers overfill it (up to 22-25 kg) which results in
the pressing of fruit, resulting in high post-harvest
losses. In addition, the jholi has a very short life, and
also becomes a source of contamination. Realising
this dilemma the TRTA II programme funded the
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (UAF) to design,
test and trial an improved harvesting bag. The newly
designed bag not only accommodates more kinnows
but also protects the fruit from any kind of damage. This
remarkable new design has the capacity to hold 10-12
kg fruit, making it easy to carry for labourers and the
harvesting tool cleaning kit promotes clean and
disinfected tools. This innovative new bag will no
doubt see very positive changes in the kinnow industry
and result in a significant increase in profit.

SECTORAL SUPPORT
The surgical sector sets itself up to shine in process controls
SIMAP, 6 qualified for the CSR and process control
intervention.
Interesting observations were noted from the
evaluation. The surgical instruments sector has
notably been operating on conventional production
methodologies and little data has been collected and
analysed to guide up-dates and improvements. Added
to this, on the CSR front the industry is facing customer
relations issues - for example due to low-volume highvariety of products and lack of adaptability to lean
production techniques, the sector is facing massive
delivery delays from 60% to 80%.

It's always an astute idea to learn from the best and this
is exactly what the Surgical Instruments Manufacturers
Association of Pakistan (SIMAP) and the SCCI did when
they approached the TRTA II programme and the EUD
for support in October 2104. Hitching a ride on the
success of the TRTA II programmes' input into process
controls for the electrical fan sector, SIMAP and SCCI
approached TRTA-II to implement CSR and process
control interventions in the surgical instruments sector
by developing model units.
Surgical instruments manufacturing in Pakistan is an

export oriented sector employing more than 100,000
people. It accounts for an impressive US$ 300 million
per annum and comprises of more than 2000 small and
medium enterprises.
Wouter Put, an expert in CSR and process control,
supported the initiative along with the PMO team in
December 2014. A selection criterion was devised on
the basis of top management commitment, availability
of human resource, and the potential of building upon
CSR improvements. Out of 13 nominated units by

In order to rectify the situation and make immediate
progress, the PMO team commenced data collection
and initiated training for factory staff teams. With the
development of baseline Key Performance Indicators
pertaining to CSR, quality and productivity during next
12-14 weeks improvements are set to be seen in record
time.
Apart from identifying the existing gaps, this initiative
will also pave the way for rest of the sector to follow suit
and adopt the best practices of contemporary tools and
techniques of the lean production paradigm.
Worker inspecting forceps as part of QC procedure

A celebration of success
The philosophy of “lean manufacturing” has inspired a
great number of enterprises all around the globe to get
rid of the production wastage that negatively impact
their competitiveness in terms of quality, cost and
delivery metrics.
The strained resources at SME level in Pakistan
coupled with rigid mind-set and limited capacities
make it almost impossible to sense and adapt to the
“ l e a n paradigm”, thereby tr uncating their
responsiveness, agility and ultimately their very
sustainability in the long run. In order to address this,
the TRTA II programme adopted the role of a change
agent and set the precedent by creating a platform to
showcase success stories in labour intensive
manufacturing sectors - including electric fans and
protective gears given the substantial improvements
made in these sectors in terms of quality, productivity
and CSR.
For example, in the pilot phase of CSR and process
control interventions four companies witnessed a
huge 30% to 120% increase in productivity and a

Secretary MoST, Mr. Kamran Ali Qureshi presenting the CE Marking certificate to Mr. Ilyas (CEO-GFC Fans) in the
presence of Bernard Francois (EUD HoC) and Mr. Esam Alqararah (UNIDO Rep)

significant 53% to 68% improvement in quality defect
rates. In addition around 100 personnel from 10
companies were trained on CSR approaches to create
a cleaner, healthier and organised workplace. Another
success resulted in three electric fans manufacturers
exporting their 17 fan models, because they achieved
the EU's “CE” conformity assessment marking with
the TRTA II programme's help.

Accepting recognition where it was due, on October
02, 2014 through a dissemination seminar these
results were shared among the stakeholders and
industry to show the power of CSR and process
control tools and techniques. More than 250
personnel from public and private organisations
par ticipated in the seminar and applauded the
achievements of TRTA II programme.
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STAKEHOLDERS’ FORUM

FAO
Representative - Pakistan
Patrick T. Evans
Livestock in Pakistan plays a very
important role in the economy of the
country and the livelihood of people.
Livestock accounts for 56 percent of
agriculture value added and 12 percent
of national GDP. It is a net source of
foreign exchange earnings, constituting
about 9% of the total exports. Livestock
is raised by more than 8.5 million small
and landless families in the rural areas
and is their main source of livelihood. It
is a form of social security for the poor,
who cash it at the time of need and it
also serves as security against crop
failure in barani (rain-fed) areas.
Livestock also plays an important role
in providing much needed protein,
minerals and vitamins particularly for

the children and women.
Veterinary services of a country serves
as a public good with function to protect
animal health, control risks along the
animal food chain and ensure animal
welfare. Veterinary public service
supports access of animals and animal
products to national, regional and
international markets. Thus efficient
working of veterinary service minimizes
dangers to both animal and human
health in the society. World Animal
Health Organization (OIE) evaluates the
national veterinary service on four
criteria:
1) human, physical and financial

CEO
United Casings Corporation
(Pvt.) Ltd, Lahore
Member, International
Committee on Trade Regulations
(ICTR) of International Natural
Sausage Casing Association
(INSCA), USA.

The recent OIE PVS mission is an important step forward to
help Pakistan address issues related to improvement
veterinary services. We congratulate the TRTA II
programme for their very important work in this sector and
we are grateful to the EU for their support to this sector.
FAO looks forward to collaboration with TRTA II on both
plant and animal health for improving food safety and
security, as well as economic development in Pakistan.
resources;
2) technical authority and capability;
3) interaction with stakeholders, and
4) access to markets.
Transparency is essential for the
credibility of veterinary service of the
country and the service has to be
technically independent and immune
from political pressures.
Pakistan's veterinary service faces a
number of challenges in the context of
globalization and increasing veterinary
public health issues. These challenges
have become more pronounced after
devolution of many activities of
veterinary service after 18th

Constitutional amendment. There is
need to have clear demarcation of
functions for national and provincial
veterinary services and accordingly the
infrastructure has to be established.
Relevant legal framework needs to be
enacted. Animal disease monitoring
and reporting should be strengthened
and there is need to initiate national
programs for control and eradication of
trans-boundary animal diseases.
Quality control of vaccines and
veterinary drugs should be improved
and veterinary service also needs to
initiate activities in the areas of
veterinary public health and animal
welfare.

The visit of the OIE-PVS Mission would provide sufficient
information about the current status of the animal byproducts sector, and guidelines for how further efforts and
inputs should be directed to improve, grow and promote the
sector's exports

K.H.Khalid
Established in 1984, United Casing
Corporation (Pvt.) Ltd (UCC), formerly
“United Trading Company”, Lahore, is
among Pakistan's leading exporters of
animal products – mainly Salted Animal
Casings (Sheep/Goat Intestines for
Sausages). Our company's slogan, for
both, processing and manufacturing
products, has been 'consistence in
quality, credibility and confidence'. Our
international clients respect our values,
and this has formed the basis for the
expansion of our trade markets and
exports volumes.
The OIE-PVS Mission's recent visit to
Pakistan, to evaluate and give
recommendations for the improvement
and up-gradation of veterinar y
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services, animal health, and food safety
for the domestic livestock sector, would
go a long way in the betterment of the
export of our veterinary and livestock
products. Pakistan was in dire need of
such an evaluation for the realization of
its true expor t potential, and the
identification of adjustable and
removable bottlenecks in technical
policy, which would help enhance the
country's foreign exchange earnings.
For years our company, UCC, and the
private sector as a whole, have been
pointing out certain reforms to improve
the export of the livestock sector.
However, it seems now, that the current
technical evaluation, conducted by the
highly professional team of
international experts under the cover of
the OIE-PVS, would prove to be very

useful in providing successive financial
resources from the public sector to fill
the identified gaps. Nearly every part of
the livestock and veterinary supply
chain in the country has been visited
and reviewed by the Mission, in order to
identify issues associated with the
sector with respect to traceability,
animal health care, and food safety
linked with foods of animal origin. Our
company has had the privilege of
interacting with the Mission during its
visit to Lahore which provided us with a
good opportunity to understand the
Mission's objectives and gain feedback
on the national livestock sector, along
with discussing matters of mutual
importance. Being a biological and
perishable commodity, the traceability
and food safety compliance of animal

castings is of key impor tance for
success in international trade.
Pakistan's current status with respect to
the BSE is “undetermined”, which is
perhaps one of the primary causes of
the below par international prices of our
livestock products. We hope that the
Mission's recommendations will help
improve the BSE status of our country,
which, in turn, would enable us to fetch
better market prices worldwide. Lastly,
we believe that legislative measures
need to be considered to attain
government facilitation/subsidies for
obtaining quality and SPS-related
international trade certifications that
will create space for wider access to our
livestock products.

LINKS AND RESOURCES
The OIE PVS tools and expert evaluations: key elements for improving the governance
of veterinary services

The OIE PVS Pathway
The OIE PVS Pathway is a global programme for the sustainable improvement of a
country's Veterinary Services' compliance with OIE standards on the quality of Veterinary
Services. This is an important foundation for improving animal and public health and
enhancing compliance with SPS standards, at the national, regional and international
level. It should be remembered that the activities of the Veterinary Services are a global
public good and are consequently eligible for appropriate national, regional or international
public funding support. For details....

The OIE tools for evaluating the Performance of Veterinary Services (OIE PVS tools) were
drafted using the same science-based and mutually agreed procedure as for the OIE
Terrestrial Animal Health Code. The aim of the PVS tools is to improve Veterinary Services
(VS) in accordance with their own specific context by harmonising the fundamental
principles of VS quality and the criteria for evaluating it. Experts use the OIE PVS tools to
propose ways of improving VS governance in any context.

http://www.oie.int/support-to-oie-members/pvs-pathway/

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23413733

Protecting animal health and preventing disease, including in trade

Trade Facilitation: European Commission

Preventing animal disease is important for animal health and welfare, but animal diseases
including those of fish and shellfish, can also be a risk to human health. Serious disease
outbreaks can be expensive. Depending on their severity, previous outbreaks of certain
diseases, like Foot and Mouth disease, have cost between £2 million and £3 billion, with
knock-on economic effects.

Trade facilitation is a key policy for customs. European exporters and importers are
responsible for 22% of world trade. The facilitation of these operations brings benefits to
both the European economy and the economies of our trading partners.
Customs has a major role to play at all levels of facilitation in particular
 helping to defining the policy space,
 drawing up the framework and rules of implementation, and then
 putting into place the tools and processes at operational level.

https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/protecting-animal-health-and-preventingdisease-including-in-trade



http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/customs/policy_issues/trade_falicitation/index_e
n.htm

Improving Veterinary Service in Pakistan
Veterinary service is considered as a national and global public good and thus has
becomes the responsibility of national governments and international community. While at
international level, World Animal Health Organization (OIE) and Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations are performing majority of the functions of global
veterinary service reasonably well, it is in fact responsibility of the respective national
governments to establish and administer an efficient veterinary service in their respective
countries.
http://www.pvj.com.pk/pdf-files/29_4/206-210.pdf

Trade facilitation: World Trade Organization
In December 2013, WTO members concluded negotiations on a Trade Facilitation
Agreement at the Bali Ministerial Conference, as part of a wider “Bali Package”. Since
then, WTO members have undertaken a legal review of the text. The resulting final text is
available here. In line with the decision adopted in Bali, WTO members adopted on 27
November 2014 a Protocol of Amendment to insert the new Agreement into Annex 1A of
the WTO Agreement. The Trade Facilitation Agreement will enter into force once two-thirds
of members have completed their domestic ratification process…
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tradfa_e/tradfa_e.htm

Animal Health Law
On 6 May 2013, the European Commission has adopted a proposal for a single,
comprehensive animal health law to replace the complicated animal health rules currently
in place.







The huge number of legal acts relating to animal health would be streamlined into a
single law.
Simpler and clearer rules would free up time, enabling authorities and those having to
follow the rules to focus on key priorities: preventing and eradicating disease.
Responsibilities would be clarified for farms, vets and others dealing with animals.
The new rules would allow greater use of new technologies for animal health activities
- surveillance of pathogens, electronic identification and registration of animals.
Better early detection & control of animal diseases, including emerging diseases
linked to climate change, would help the EU meet with international standards.
There would be more flexibility to adjust rules to local circumstances, and to emerging
issues such as climate and social change.

Key Areas in Trade Facilitation: OECD
Trade Facilitation Indicators
To help governments improve their border procedures and reap greater benefits from
international trade, OECD has created a set of trade facilitation indicators to analyse 133
countries across income levels, geographical regions and development stages.
Technical barriers to trade
Technical regulations and voluntary standards set out specific characteristics of a product
(such as its size, functions and performance) and how it is labeled or packaged before it
enters the market place. These technical standards and regulations can have an important
influence on international trade. They can vary from country to country, or be costly and
burdensome by design or effect.
http://www.oecd.org/trade/facilitation/

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/animal-health-proposal-2013_en.htm

KEY TRADE-RELATED STATISTICS
INDICATOR

VALUE

INDICATOR

VALUE

Remittances (Sept-Dec 2014)

$ 4.287 bln

Pakistan credit Rating by S&P

B- , Stable

GDP per Capita (2014)

$806.4

FDI (2014)

$ 2.816 bln

Consumer Confidence (Nov-Dec 2014)

139.42

Imports

$ 3.859 bln

Pakistan Industrial Production (Nov 2014)

4.44%

Exports

$ 2.156 bln

Food Inflation (Dec 2014)

2.53%

Trade Balance (Dec 2014)

$ -1.703 bln
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PRESS COVERAGE

UPCOMING EVENTS
 European Union Development Ambassador Lars Wigemark will participate in launch of a guide to business on GSP+

commissioned by TRTA II programme and hosted by Federal Minister for Commerce H.E. Khurram Dastagir Khan in
Karachi on 22 January 2015
 A delegation from European Union and Pakistan Institute of Trade and Development [PITAD] will visit the TRTA assisted

supply chain farm houses in Kinnow mandarin in the area of Sargodha on 28th January 2015
 5th International Fisheries Symposium: Fisheries, Trade and Investment Opportunities. Lahore 24-25 February 2015

ANNOUNCEMENTS


TRTA sponsored for the graduation ceremony of the Post Graduate Diploma Course in Food Safety & Controls to be organized by
University of Karachi on 28 January 2015



TRTA co-sponsored for the 5th International Fisheries Symposium (IFS) “Fisheries, Trade and Investment Opportunities” to be held on
24-25 Feb 2015 in Lahore



TRTA sponsored participation of TDAP in Promotion of Pakistani Kinnow in Malaysia and Singapore 09 to 13 February 2015



TRTA research studies are available on TRTA website

http://trtapakistan.org/trta-publications :


Policy Reform to Enhance Export Competitiveness in Leather and Textile Garments



Policy Reform to Enhance Export Competitiveness in Horticulture (Kinnow and Mango)



Policy for technology upgradation in surgical instruments and Pharmaceutical sectors



Assessing Pakistan Vegetable Strategy for Pluri-lateral negotiations on Trade in Services



Pakistan's Trade Potential and the proposed Regional Comprehensive Economical Partnership



Strategy for Export Development of Services for Pakistan



Development of Institutional Framework to review Pakistan's Preferential Trade Agreement



Policy Paper on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Management and Controls in Pakistan



Baseline Information on Veterinary Services and Animal Health in Pakistan



Assessment of Arsenic in Rice Growing Areas in Pakistan
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