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EDITORIAL
This edition of the SPS newsletter marks a major milestone in the strengthening of the national sanitary and
phytosanitary management system, when on 14th May 2014 the Federal Government Cabinet considered the so-called
“NAPHIS” Bill, which is designed to bring into existence the National Food Safety, Animal and Plant Health Regulatory
Authority, as well as providing a modern framework and set of principles for the implementation of food safety, animal
and plant health controls in line with Pakistan’s WTO commitments. A decision on the approval of the Bill, which

was developed with the assistance of the EU funded TRTA II Programme, was deferred pending discussion of
points raised by the Ministry of Science and Technology, TRTA II is confident that this piece of important legislation will
bring important national benefits by providing government with the tools to eliminate non-compliant operators from
access to the market. This is considered to be a vital development steps for Pakistan, since non-compliant operators who
produce unsafe food and agricultural products endanger the livelihoods of other agro-food businesses, as well as taking
risks with consumer health, both inside Pakistan and in important export markets.
Two recent events, described in this edition of our newsletter clearly illustrate the importance to Pakistan of getting a
clear focus on SPS management, and paying attention to international standards. Pakistan’s export of mango and other
fruits to the EU is threatened by new actions taken by the European Commission’s DG Health and Consumer Protection to
protect EU farmers from the introduction of non-native species of fruit fly. Import of such fruits from India is already
banned and Pakistan received written notice of concern at increasing rejections at EU border entry posts due the
presence of these pests. However, there has been a rapid response by the Department of Plant Protection (DPP) of the
Ministry of National Food Security and Research, to restrict exports to the EU market to product only from farms which
can show they apply good agricultural practices and whose products are subject to hot water treatment. Export of some
types of fruit to this destination has also been banned. These measures have been communicated to the European
Commission and along with a fruit fly eradication campaign, if they prove to be effective, should help Pakistan to avoid a
ban on imports.

S U M M R A Y

In another example described in this edition, a rapid response by TRTAII and NAPHIS to moves by Codex Alimentarius to
set tough lower limits on inorganic arsenic in rice, has meant that limits will be set with which Pakistani producers can for
the most part comply with. This response helps top ensure that access is continued to the global market for rice, which
brings US$1.8 billion in revenues for Pakistani exporters. Although compliance with SPS measures is important in its own
right, to protect farmers and consumers, these examples amply demonstrate the importance of a flexible, modern and
pro-active regulatory system for management of SPS hazards. In future, when the National Food Safety, Animal and Plant
Health Regulatory Authority is in place, it will have increased flexibility and powers to act directly in such cases to ensure
protection of Pakistan’s strategic trade interests.
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World Animal Health Organisation to support Pakistan’s animal health strategy
In December 2013, the Ministry of National
Food Security and Research requested the
World Animal Health Organisation (the OIE
http://www.oie.int) to undertake a strategic
review of animal health controls in Pakistan.

OIE PVS Tool) to assess Pakistan’s
performance against the international
standards published in the Terrestrial
Animal Health Code. The OIE has already
nominated a team of experts to carry out

This review, termed a “Performance of
Veterinary Services” (PVS) follows a
standard approach for assessing the
capacity a country to apply effective animal
health controls in line with the OIE
standards (the PVS Pathway). The OIE is one
of the three internationally mandated
bodies for Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)
Standards (the others being Codex
Alimentarius for food safety and the
International Plant Protection Convention
for plant health). These bodies set the
international standards to be applied under
WTO rules for SPS measures in the
international trade of food and agricultural
products.
The OIE international standards and
guidelines will form the basis for the
independent external evaluations of the
quality of Veterinary Services and Animal
Health Systems. The methodology will apply
the “OIE Tool for the Evaluation of
Performance of Veterinary Services” (the

the PVS Evaluation in Pakistan, which is
expected to take place before the end of
2014. The study will review legislation,
organisation
structures,
disease
surveillance, veterinary medicine controls,
laboratories, staffing and training of
veterinary officers and border controls.
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The PVS report will be used to identify the
areas of animal health controls which will
need strengthening in the future. Future
steps along the PVS Pathway will identify
and expand on the actions required, in the
form of a Gap Analysis, which the
Government of Pakistan (both Federal and
Provincial Governments) will be able to use
to help plan the actions required to bring
into line with international standards (such
as new legislation, training, upgrading of
surveillance). This process will greatly
facilitate the further development of the
livestock sector, which has enormous
potential in terms of international and
regional trade, but until now is conducted
without full regard for the international
animal health codes.
The preparation of a baseline data study on
Pakistan’s animal health status has been
prepared with the support of the EU TRTAII
Project in collaboration with NAPHIS and
the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council
(PARC). The project will provide further
support to the missions of the OIE experts
when they visit Pakistan later in 2014, and
help to guide the implementation of the
recommended actions by the Animal
Quarantine
Department
within
the
proposed future National Food safety and
Animal and Plant Health Regulatory
Authority.
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Minister for National Food Security and Research promotes improved food safety
A two day international conference and expo on
“Recent Developments in Human Nutrition”
organized by the University of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences (UVAS) in collaboration with the
Nutritionists Association of Pakistan (NAP) was
held in Pear Continental Hotel, Lahore on the 1920th of March, 2014. The core theme of the
conference was: 'Innovate & Collaborate to
Intervene Malnutrition.

Government, and has supported a post-graduate
diploma course in Food Safety and Controls at the
University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(UVAS) and other universities keeping in view the
importance to trained professionals for
monitoring and evaluation of food safety
mechanisms at micro-level. EU was also moving
ahead with a 30 million Euro programme to
counter the effects of
malnutrition,
targeting
children and mothers in
rural areas of Sindh.
The Minister for National
Food Security and Research
Sikandar Hayat Khan Bosan
emphasized the national
strategic importance of
H.E. EU Ambassador Lars-Gunnar Wigemark
sound nutrition and safe
addressing the conference
food. The Minister assured In the technical session of the first day of the
the conference that his conference, Programme Officer (Laboratory
ministry will assist in the Accreditation & SPS Compliance), Dr. Ali Abbas
implementation of policies Qazilbash, gave a presentation on “Strengthening
addressing food security Food Safety Controls in Pakistan”. Highlighting
and food safety. He the sanitary and phytosanitary challenges to the
announced that in view of Pakistani economy at policy, institutional and
Mr. Sikandar Hayat Khan Bosan, Minister for National Food Security and
the
importance
of farm-level, Dr. Abbas drew attention to the
Research answering the media during the conference
improved food safety
interventions made by the TRTA II Programme to
The conference centered on the subject of conditions, the Ministry of National Food address them. The failure of successive
strategies for appropriate food utilization Security and Research has forwarded the bill to governments in the past to maintain a
through healthy food practices. The purpose was the cabinet for approval to establish a Federal functioning SPS Control System, he stressed, had
to bring together, scientists, scholars, health Food Safety, Animal and Plant Health Regulatory led to the failure of Pakistani goods to meet WTO
experts and practitioners to discuss recent Authority which will work to strengthen the SPS requirements
and
Codex
Alimentarius
developments in the field of human nutrition and Management System in Pakistan, specifically in Commission.
This
non-compliance
with
food safety, and to address deep-rooted the area of food safety, animal and plant health.
international requirements has far reaching
concerns in the health and food situation of The TRTA II Programme also set up a stall at the impacts on the domestic health situation and
Pakistan. Experts deliberated over the imminent expo displaying its Food Safety Kits and brochures trade competitiveness.
threat to the health situation in Pakistan, and on ongoing interventions. The stall was manned The UVAS Vice Chancellor Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha
discussed strategies to establish a sound by students from UVAS studying the further accentuated the fact that food security,
infrastructure for tackling food safety and Postgraduate Diploma in Food Safety and including food safety, is not only a national health
malnutrition issues.
Control.
health concern but an issue that has
The wide scope of the conference harnessed
a long term impact on the economy
representation from federal & provincial
of the country, downgrading its
governments,
political
parties,
leading
human
development
index.
universities, UN Agencies, international and local
Therefore, a multi-sector approach is
NGOs, print & electronic media and
required to bring down high
representatives of the civil society. University of
economic and social costs caused by
Health Sciences Vice-Chancellor Major General
under nutrition of women and
(Rtd.) Prof Muhammad Aslam, GC University VC
children in Pakistan.
Technical
Prof Dr Khaliqur Rehman, European Union
sessions on the significance of food
Ambassador Lars Gunner Wigemark, NAP
safety and nutrition, such as those in
President Dr Mussadiq Asif and others were also
this conference, will play the role of
present. At the occasion, Ambassador Lars
assisting policymakers during the
Gunnar Wigemark form the EU Delegation to
planning and implementation stage
Pakistan said the EU funded programme projects
of strategic actions taken to improve
in Pakistan have supported the strengthening of
the situation.
food safety controls in Federal and Provincial Conference participants took keen interest in TRTA II programme stall
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Government of Pakistan Participates in Establishing Codex Standard for Arsenic in Rice

?
Following a number of concerns raised during
2013 regarding the food safety risks presented by
the presence of inorganic arsenic in rice, the
TRTAII project has supported the Ministry of
National Food Security and Research to
contribute to the setting of an international
standard under the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, for the a maximum level for this
important toxin.
Arsenic is a highly toxic element which is naturally
present in higher levels in ground water drawn
from alluvial soils (i.e. those deposited by rivers).
The Indus valley is therefore one of the regions in
the world where this hazard is ever present. In
Pakistan arsenic contamination is prevalent
mainly in Punjab and Sindh provinces, and the
hazard in drinking water drawn from wells is well
known. However, new research has recently
come to light indicating that arsenic can be toxic
over the longer term at levels much lower than
previously considered. As a result there are new
concerns regarding the total dietary exposure to
this element, and this has raised the issue of the
safety of some food crops which may be grown in
affected areas when irrigated with ground water.
The Codex Alimentarius Commission Committee
on Contaminants therefore met to discuss the
setting of a maximum limit for arsenic in rice at its
8th Session held on 1 March-4 April 2014 in the
Hague, The Netherlands. Pakistan exported about

The TRTA II Programme is funded by the European Union

3.4 million tonnes of rice in 2012, earning about
US$1.8 billion. The establishment of international
limits on arsenic in rice could potentially impact
on this important export market for Pakistan.
During the first 3 months of 2014, the TRTAII
Project therefore undertook a series of actions to
ensure an effective participation of Pakistan in
the meeting.
In December 2013, the TRTAII launched a survey
of arsenic levels in rice, undertaken by the
Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources
(PCRWR). This analysed the level of inorganic
arsenic in 250 samples of basmati rice (the main
export variety) taken from godowns, wholesalers
and open markets in 10 districts within the Punjab
Province. The study showed that the levels of
arsenic in the samples fell within the range of
zero (i.e. below the detection limit of 0.1 ppb) to
356 ppb (0.356 mg/kg). The study identified a
number of locations which may be regarded as
hotspots for arsenic contamination. However, this
may vary between location and year, depending
on the extent to which contaminated ground
water is used for paddy irrigation.
TRTAII subsequently supported the attendance of
two senior crop specialists from the Ministry of
National Food Security and Research at the
meeting of the Codex Committee, at which the
arsenic issue was discussed. Dr. Mubarik Ahmed,
DG Department of Plant Protection, and Mr. Itrat

The Ministry of Commerce is overall coordinator

Rasool Malhi, Plant Specialist, NAPHIS presented
the results of the study to the meeting, which was
attended by representatives of 30 countries. The
delegation of China as Chair of the e--Working
Group on arsenic in rice introduced the
recommendations of the group. It was
subsequently agreed the maximum limit of
0.2mg/kg of arsenic in polished rice should be
established, which would ensure that an
estimated 97% of Pakistani rice samples would
comply with the international standard. The
Committee agreed to forward the proposed
maximum level for inorganic arsenic at 0.2mg/kg
for formal adoption. The Pakistani delegation
however, did not favour a proposed limit of
0.3mg/kg of arsenic in unpolished rice, and also
did not support a compromise. It was explained
that Pakistan is the 4th largest producer of rice
and a major exporter of this commodity in
international trade. The e-WG had relied on data
mainly from China and Japan, whereas data from
South East Asian countries should be taken into
account before any final decision is arrived at.
The position was supported by other countries in
the region. The Committee therefore deferred
any decision on a maximum level of inorganic
arsenic in unpolished rice for future elaboration.
Whilst the intervention has helped to ensure that
Pakistani rice exports may continue and will be
broadly in compliance with a future international
standard for arsenic in rice, more work is required
to identify the specific conditions under which
contamination can occur, and to prepare
appropriate advice for farmers and consumers.
More information is also required on the level of
arsenic in unpolished rice, so that the future
limits for this product can take account of the
Pakistani situation. TRTAII is therefore advising
the Ministry of National Food Security on the
design of a further study to generate this data.
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Threat to Pakistani agro-based exports after
the EU bans import of Indian fresh fruits and vegetables
Hira Mirza, Intern at TRTA II Programme
The ban on Indian mango exports to the Food Security and Research (MNFS&R) has
EU is a clear warning to Pakistani traders forwarded it to the cabinet, and the bill is
that the EU authorities are serious in their Regulatory Authority. The Ministry of National
intent to protect the entry of alien pest awaiting approval before submission to the legal
species to their territory, and in fact DG process.
SANCO has already expressed concerns In the meanwhile, the Ministry of National Food
regarding the presence of fruit flies in Security and Research is seeking to significantly
Pakistani mango exports to the EU. upgrade the phytosanitary controls implemented
Pakistan
has
faced
numerous by the Department of Plant Protection. A simple
interceptions of fruit fly infected mango treatment step, by placing the mango in hot water
exports, ranking 2nd for the number of (at around 50℃ for about a minute) can kill fruit fly
intercepted fruits and vegetables (Refer to eggs and larvae, and is a standard treatment for
Table). If quality controls in the country this kind of pest, recognized by the standards of
are not sufficient to prevent the export of the International Plant Protection Convention.
non-compliant products there is an However there is no requirement at present that
imminent threat of a ban on Pakistani mangoes for export be so treated, and in fact
fresh fruit exports to the EU. It should there are reported to be only three such treatment
remembered that Pakistan suffered a 5 plants in the country. The Ministry of Commerce,
year ban on the export of fishery products in collaboration with the FAO and the TRTAII
for non-compliance with the EU’s sanitary project, is supporting a pilot study to assess the
effectiveness of small scale hot water treatment
requirements.
The new threats indicate that the facilities, and based on the results the Ministry of
National Food Security and Research will consider
establishment of a Federal Food Safety,
the feasibility of introducing a mandatory
Animal and Plant Health Regulatory
requirement for the hot water treatment of
Authority, is now needed more than ever
mangoes for export. Buyers in the European Union
if Pakistan is to secure its exports with an
and other markets cannot be expected to continue
important trading partner. The National
trade with Pakistan unless convinced that safe and
th
On 26 March 2014, the European Commission Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service pest free fresh fruit and vegetables will be supplied
DG for Health and Consumer Protection (DG (NAPHIS) with the support of TRTAII project has from Pakistan in the future.
SANCO) issued an EU wide ban on the drafted the bill for setting up the required
importation of taro, mango, bitter gourd,
eggplant and snake gourd from India. This was on
the basis of harmful organisms found in the fruit
Table: The EU Interceptions of Pakistani mango
and the presence of quarantine pests, mainly
consignments due to fruit fly infestation
insects, such as non-European fruit flies that
(2011-2013)
accompany the fruit shipped to the EU. The ban
will remain in place until December 2015, unless
No. of
extended, before which the situation will be
Year
reviewed.
Interceptions
A coordinated, integrated SPS control mechanism
is vital to ensure the establishment of health and
2013
135
food safety standards at domestic as well as
2012
87
international markets. In the wake of a newly
developed concept of risk-based inspection
2011
29
strategies, countries all over the world are forced
to strengthen their national food control systems.
The compliance of export goods with
Source: EUROPHYT (EU notification system for
international
sanitary
and
phytosanitary
plant health interceptions)
standards will thus allow exporters in Pakistan to
maintain their access to important international
markets.
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Kinnow Fruit Quality Improvement through Implementation of COPs
Muhammad Aurangzaib Khan, sector Expert Horticulture, TRTA II Programme
Abdul Aziz, Horticulturist, Citrus Research Institute, Sargodha
Sargodha kinnow is a variety of Pakistani mandarin which has a pleasing
golden orange colour and a high juice content with favorable sugar acid
ratio giving it a unique taste which meets the demand of export markets.
Kinnow ripens on the tree without any external artificial treatment and the
particular geography of Sargodha, pooled with high summer temperatures
and irrigation from the two rivers (Jhelum & Chenab), gives this product a
unique quality (sweetness, colour and easy-to-peel) not found in similar
citrus fruits produced elsewhere. However, despite being unique, there
have been some quality issues such as skin blemishes and failure to attain
appropriate fruit size which creates problems in obtaining the best prices
for this fruit in high-end international markets.
Experts from the European Union (EU) funded Trade Related Technical
Assistance (TRTA II) Programme investigated these problems and found
that they mostly originate from poor orchard management, due to the lack
of proper awareness of good crop husbandry practices. The Programme has
therefore worked with the Citrus Research Institute (CRI) to seek to
introduce qualitative and quantitative improvement of kinnow production.
The CRI developed a code of practice specifically focusing on the
mind the importance of sanitary and phytosanitary compliance, attention
has also been paid to appropriate management methods for basic farm
hygiene and the control of insects and pest. Establishing protocols for interplanting with the Neem tree as an insect and pest repellent is a hallmark
achievement of these activities.
Expert advice rendered by the Scientists of CRI trained under the TRTA II
programme has therefore played a vital role in improving quality and
increasing yield of this important export crop. Citrus growers receiving
TRTA support through CRI, already report that they have been successful in
attracting new export business at good prices, and in some cases even preselling their harvest.
Assisting small producers to gain access to international markets is one of
the key ways in which the TRTA programme contributes towards alleviation
of poverty in Pakistan. The success of this activity in the kinnow sector
provides a good example of how this can be achieved, and shows the
benefits of an integrated approach to improving commercial quality and
ensuring SPS compliance through implementation of simple management
measures by individual small agricultural businesses.
production methods and conditions of the Sarghoda region. Farm clusters
were selected to introduce the farmers to the Codes and train them in
Good Agriculture Practices. Farmer Field Schools (FFSs) at the selected farm
clusters have become a regular feature. Farm clusters were also
encouraged to undertake different trials with improved management
methods. Examples are the use of furrow irrigation methods to conserve
water with the added benefit of saving the plants from foot rot/gummosis
diseases have been adopted in clusters by the citrus growers. Medium level
pruning has also proven to deliver beneficial impact to keep the kinnow
blemish free and making it attain the appropriate size and best internal
quality characteristics. The improvements developed through these trials
have allowed for further refinement of the Codes of Practice to represent
the best farming practices. Moreover, lessons learnt from best orchard
management practices under other programmes are also being
implemented and coalesced into one integrate farming manual. Bearing in
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Brucellosis Widespread in Pakistan; Absence of Controls Jeopardises Animal Health, Farm
Livelihoods and Food Safety
Brucellosis (otherwise known as undulant fever)
is a disease which affects mammals, although
cattle, swine, sheep, goats, camels and humans
are most commonly implicated. It is caused by
several different bacteria of the genus Brucella.
In affected animals and humans it causes late
term abortions and stillbirths, fever, weakness,
and infertility. The organism is transmitted by
direct contact and by consumption of untreated
milk from an infected animal. It causes significant
illness in farm animals, resulting in lower
productivity, as well as affecting agricultural
workers and consumers.

Brucellosis is one of the most common zoonoses
(diseases of animals which can be transmitted to
humans), with an estimated 500,000 cases per
year globally, in animals and humans. Its
distribution is worldwide, but it is more common
in countries with poor animal and human health
standards. Through vaccination campaigns it has
been effectively eradicated in many developed
countries such as USA, Israel, Canada, Japan &
New Zealand. In many countries there is a
requirement that milk must be pasteurised, a
heat treatment which kills the brucellosis

The TRTA II Programme is funded by the European Union

bacteria (and other pathogens). However the
disease is endemic and remains an uncontrolled
risk in regions such as areas such as Africa,
Middle East, Asia and Latin America. Pakistan is
one of the countries which is affected by this
disease.
A number of studies of the frequency of the
disease in Pakistan (based on serological analysis)
have been reported and were summarised in a
paper published in the Pakistan Veterinary
Journal in 2012, by Dr. Muhammad Abubakar and
his colleagues, at the National Veterinary
Laboratory in Islamabad. One study in 2010, in
Punjabi rural communities, found
that 5% of cattle and nearly 8% of
buffaloes showed positive for
B.abortus (indicating that they
had been exposed to an infective
dose). A 2011 study in Quetta
found the overall prevalence of
brucellosis to be 3 % in cattle and
8.5% in buffaloes. A study in Kohat
in 2009 found that nearly 18% of
cattle and 32% of sheep/goats
were positive. An earlier study in
1988 reported an average of 14%
infection rate. Furthermore the
incidence of brucellosis in
Pakistan is said to be increasing,
particularly in dairy herds. This is
attributed to more intensive (and
efficient) livestock production
methods where the risk of
transmission increases.
Farm workers are exposed by
virtue of direct contact with
infected animals. Brucellosis also
presents a food safety hazard to
consumers in that the bacteria
may be transmitted by the
consumption of dairy products
made from untreated milk. Urban consumers
customarily boil their fresh milk before
consumption and are therefore protected, but
this is not always the case for rural consumers,
who may drink milk directly from their own
animals. Furthermore, many dairy products
(yoghurt, lassi, cheeses) are made from
unpasteurised milk from a range of animals.
Without a herd accreditation scheme (based on
periodic testing to show that the herd has not
been exposed to the Brucella pathogen) such
products will continue to present an uncontrolled

The Ministry of Commerce is overall coordinator

food safety hazard to consumers. Rural
communities are therefore at greatest risk of
brucellosis. In a 2013 study of a rural populations
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, by researchers led
by Dr. Din of the Department of Microbiology,
Sind Agriculture University, it was found that
between 6 and 9% of adults (depending on test
method) were seropositive for Brucella. In 2008 a
survey of Lahore slaughterhouse workers found
that 22% tested positive for Brucella exposure.
Neither Federal nor Provincial Government apply
any measures aimed at controlling this important
disease. The classical approach to the control of
this disease (as with many other animal diseases)
is to have proper diagnosis, and screening of
animals on the farm, and at livestock markets and
at abattoirs, removal of infected animals, the
implementation of a vaccination programs for
young animals, and improving awareness among
the farmers. Tools such as farm quarantine,
movement restrictions and compulsory isolation
of reactors may need to be applied at some stage
in such control programmes. However Pakistani
legislation does not provide for these measures
at present. Furthermore since the 18th
Amendment of the Constitution, animal health
for domestic producers falls within the
jurisdiction of Provincial Governments, and there
will be a need for national level coordination
between provinces if this (or any other animal
diseases) are to be contained.
Brucellosis is clearly endemic in the Pakistani
livestock sector. It is not under control and likely
to get worse in the future. The economic impacts
are not known, but they must account for a
significant percentage of the value of livestock
production,
affecting
rural
livelihoods.
Furthermore, there are social and economic costs
due to the health impacts on thousands of
farmers and consumers. In future climate change
may also impact on such diseases in ways which
are not yet known. One of the functions of the
proposed National Food Safety Animal and Plant
Health Regulatory Authority, currently under the
consideration of the Federal Government, will be
to strengthen controls at farm and producer level
for diseases such as brucellosis. A key element of
this will be the coordination of efforts by
Provincial Governments to strengthen their
domestic disease surveillance and control
systems, and to coordinate controls between
neighbouring provinces.
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Technical Training for Fish Inspectors
The TRTA II Programme conducted a 2-day training course on practical
inspection of food and food establishments for the Fish Inspectors of
Marine Fisheries Department (MFD), Karachi Fish Harbour Authority
(KFHA) and Fishermen’s Cooperative Society (FCS). These inspectors
are responsible for the conduct of inspection along the entire fisheries
supply chain from catch to processing. This intensive training course
also covered the best EU practices for the documentation,
development, delivery, assessment and Quality Control and Assurance
(QC/QA) procedures. The faculty members of University of Karachi
(UoK) engaged in delivery of the Post Graduate Diploma Course in
Food Safety and Controls also attended the training. The participants
were also trained on the use of food inspection kits donated by the EU
funded TRTA II Programme to MFD, KFHA and FCS and UoK. Dr Andrew
Mathieson (TRTA II International Expert in Food Safety) conducted the
training. Moreover Dr Andrew Mathieson also conducted the
pedagogical training for the instructors from the University of Karachi
engaged in delivery of the Post Graduate Diploma course in Food
Safety and Controls. The main focus of training was development of
teaching and presentation skills.

Visit of a Fish Processing plant at Karachi

About TRTA II Programme
The TRTAII Programme is funded by the European Union and implemented by UNIDO. The overall objective of the
programme is to contribute to poverty reduction and sustainable development in Pakistan. The programme activities are
to be implemented through three components:
Component 1:
Component 2:
Component 3:

Trade policy capacity building; the expected result is increased relevance and effectiveness
of trade policy
Export development through improvement of quality infrastructure; the expected result is
improved compliance of export products with market requirements
Strengthening of the intellectual property rights system; the expected result is a modernized
IP system that facilitates increased investment and trade in IP protected goods and services

EU funded TRTA II Programme; Contact Information in Pakistan
Dr. Ali Abbas Qazilbash
Laboratory Accreditation & SPS Compliance
Trade Related Technical Assistance (TRTA II) Programme
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
7th Floor, Serena Business Complex
Sector G-5/1, Islamabad
Pakistan
Tel: + 92-51-8354805 (Dir)
Email: a.qazilbash@unido.org
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Director General
National Animal dn Plant Health Inspection Serves
(NAPHIS)
Nazimuddin Road
Sector F-8/1
Islamabad. Pakistan
Tel: +92-51-9208376; 9261342
Email: naphis.pk@live.com
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