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Enhanced capacity and understanding
of international trade issues by the relevant
stakeholders in public and private sectors
and their active collaboration for
development of policies and export
strategies can play pivotal role in enhancing
exports and alleviation of poverty.
Consequently, the TRTA II Programme has worked
towards sustainable capacity building of the
stakeholders in Pakistan to enable them to
formulate effective trade policies and integrate

into the global value chains for enhancing export
competiveness.
Inevitably, there are a number of prerequisites that
impact the desired goal of export success. These
include building the expertise of policy makers,
which has to be in line with the constantly evolving
trading system and development of domestic
trade-related research capacity. The
understanding of commercial dynamics and
business implications of trade policy measures and
regulatory frameworks are also required.
Whilst these prerequisites have been promoted in
Pakistan to varying degrees of success, further
efforts were required. To address this issue, TRTA II
Programme designed interventions to address
these prerequisites through carefully planned
activities that complement the existing context.
The aim was to build institutional capacity of
Pakistani training and research institutes instead of
concentrating on individual capacities which are
difficult to consolidate.
In synch with this aim, an MOU was reached
between the Pakistan Institute of Trade and
Development (PITAD) and the World Trade Institute
(WTI), which culminated in the training of fourteen
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master trainers from Pakistan-based institutes under
the guidance of international experts from WTI.
These master trainers developed specific training
modules aimed at addressing the local and
domestic perspective for improved alignment with
the international market. On the basis of these
internationally accredited modules, a joint WTIPITAD certificate course on International Trade law
and Commercial diplomacy was developed.
Subsequently, these modules have also been used
by PITAD for the training of three batches of civil
servants of Commerce and Trade group and
designated commercial diplomats in addition to
dissemination of the knowledge to a large number
of stakeholders through conducting short courses.
As a direct result of the strengthening of the training
and research capabilities of the PITAD and other
research institutes, these institutes are now in a
better position to impart their knowledge to
government officers and private sector
stakeholders on certain issues.
The writer, Mr. Muhammad Owais Khan is
Programme Officer, Business and Trade Policy at
TRTA II Programme, his email contact:
mokhan@intracen.org ; m.owais@unido.org
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Message from

Secretary, Trade Development Authority of Pakistan
Trade: the life stream of Pakistan’s economy
Trade has and will be the main life stream of Pakistan’s economy. History is
testament to this region’s trade linkages with the world. Ancient trade routes
spanning the continent, east to west, north to south are reflected in the ancient
texts of Herodotus and Marco Polo. Mighty invasions by Alexander, and Mohammad
Bin Qasim find root in economic and trade expansion and are the basis of a unique
intermingling of arts and cultures that is so special to this land.
Trade is nothing new to the fisher-folk of Sindh, to the agriculturalists of the Punjab, the
farmers of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa or the miners of Baluchistan. In today’s world of
economic competitiveness, e-commerce, and changing dynamics however, the trade
now needs increased global integration, greater research, enhanced quality
development and, of course, sustainability.
The Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) is mandated to support and assist
such trade enhancement through access to export markets, through the bolstering of
new sectors; education on international standards and agreements; liaison between
public and private stakeholders; and facilitation to the exporters at large.

Ms. Rabiya Javeri Agha
Secretary
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP)

Trade is the backbone of our economy, intimately linked to poverty reduction and social
uplift. At TDAP, effort is being made to improve the effectiveness of trade related
development with special emphasis on advancing the capabilities of SMEs and skills of
women. TDAP is committed to institutional capacity building, research and the
development of a multi-pronged strategy for export enhancement.
The TDAP Act and Board were recently reconstituted. In line with the Strategic Trade
Policy Formulation 2012-2015, the Authority is actively working towards, among others,
product and market diversification, domestic commerce, creation of regulatory
efficiencies, promotion of agro-processed exports, enhanced development of services
sectors and increased entry of women into the export arena. Furthermore, TDAP has built
strategic partnerships with domestic chambers and international institutions like; CBI, ITC,
WIPO, WTO, UNIDO etc. for meaningful exchange of knowledge and technical knowhow through focused workshops and seminars.
Capitalizing on the efficacy of face-to-face business deals, TDAP recently concluded
the Expo Pakistan 2013, which provided 1100 foreign buyers, a direct personal access to
Pakistani suppliers. Some 1440 business to business meetings concluded in deals worth
millions of dollars covering sectors as varied as engineering, textile, agro-based and
jewelry.
A major breakthrough in agro sector was the beginning of mango export to Japan,
Australia, and Mauritius. The EU funded TRTA II programme has also played a pivotal role
in sectoral support and in introducing Mango and Kinnow growers to EU market
requirements, viz, quality, packing and freight etc. It is hoped that the new season will
harbinger greater outreach to these new markets.
The issue of branding is fundamental to trade development and marketing. Trade is as
much about dollars and cents as it is about image building and public perception.
Pakistan image has been sadly besmirched by negative publicity. It is now high time to
showcase Pakistan’s potential to the world. It is time we tell our buyers that the fabric
they buy is not just cloth but the essence of our land, a product of the confluence of
ancient rivers, the convergence of diverse cultures, the toil of dedicated men and
women. That is what we call ‘Made in Pakistan’!!
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Horticulture and Food Inspection Kits for
Mango Farmers and Food Inspectors

Mr. Riccardo Rossi and Ms. Roshan Ara, Development Advisors at the EU Delegation to
Pakistan during the visit to mango orchards at Vehari near Multan

Horticulture Kit

A ceremony to distribute horticulture kits to mango farmers, was
organized by the EU funded TRTA II Programme. Mr. Riccardo Rossi and
Ms. Roshan Ara, Development Advisors at the EU Delegation to Pakistan,
distributed these kits to farmers of Southern Punjab.
Mr. Gardezi, President of the Mango Growers Society stated that the
Programme's interventions had been designed in close collaboration with
key stakeholders and commended the Programme's efforts for uplifting
the mango sector. As part of the training, basic horticulture equipment
was provided to selected clusters and Pack Houses. The distribution
ceremony was held at the Mango Farm at Mouza Koat Lakhan of District
Vehari.
Working closely with the kinnow and mango farmers, processors and
exporters, the TRTA II Programme is striving to increase yield and to
improve fruit quality and processing techniques through the
implementation of Codes of Practices, Farmer Field Schools, and provision
of trainings at export pack houses.
The COPs for Good Agriculture Practices are applied in farm clusters under
the guidance of the Mango Research Station, the Government of Punjab
and the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad at the farm and post harvest
level. A prominent farmer and head of a newly constituted progressive
cluster, Mr. Farid Khan Khakwani, stated that this intervention is the first of
its kind in Pakistan and that these horticulture kits provided by the
Programme would greatly assist farmers in effectively harvesting their
produce and maintaining their farms.

Bench for pruning and harvesting

Power Sprayer

Desapping frame

The TRTA II Programme is also assisting the Punjab Food
Authority (PFA) to strengthen its Food Inspection System.
At a recent ceremony, 9 Food inspection kits were handed
over to the PFA, 2 kits to the University of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF) and 2 to the University of Veterinary &
Animal Sciences (UVAS).
Earlier this month, the Programme also conducted three‐
day training courses for PFA food inspectors and Post
Graduate Diploma Course (PGDC) instructors at UAF and
UVAS, explaining the proper usage of these kits. These
trainings were conducted by Dr. Andrew Mathieson (TRTA
II international expert in Food Safety). Moreover, Dr.
Mathieson also conducted a 5‐day pedagogical training
course for the PGDC instructors of UVAS and UAF at
UVAS, Lahore. Certificates of participation were
distributed upon completion of the training.
The rationale behind these initiatives is to strengthen the
Sanitary, Phytosanitary and Food Safety measures in
Pakistan. Augmenting the capacity of officers to improve
food safety standards, on domestic and international
platforms, can result in better health conditions and open
doors to new markets for Pakistan's exports around the
world.
Dr. Andrew Mathieson explaining the functionalities of Food inspection Kits to the trainees at UVAS
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PNAC Attains MLA Signatory Status with PAC/ IAF
“The acquisition of high quality standards for
certification can boost Pakistan's exports to
competitive and lucrative markets”, Minister
“Pakistani exporters are facing compliance and
quality issues in accessing global markets. The tests
performed in Pakistan and certificates issued thereof, have
limited acceptance in target markets. Therefore, the conformity
assessment infrastructure needs to be improved”, stated the
Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Mr. Zahid Hamid.
He insisted that by acquiring an 'MLA' status, Pakistan can save
on its foreign exchange which is spent on accreditation from
foreign bodies to increase the exports. It will be resulting in an
improvement in the country's Balance of Payments.
During the 20th PAC Plenary Meetings held at Honolulu, USA,
PNAC secured a Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA)
with the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation and International
Accreditation Forum for Quality Management System (QMS) ‐
ISO 9000 and Environmental Management System (EMS) ‐
ISO 14000. PNAC became the pacific region's 13th
Accreditation Body to attain MLA signatory status in QMS ‐
ISO 9000 and 15th in EMS ‐ISO 14000. PNAC was able to
achieve this status with the technical support provided by the

E U f u n d e d T R TA I I
Programme implemented
by UNIDO.
MoST and the TRTA II
Programme, celebrated this
achievement on 20th
August, 2013 in Islamabad.
Hon. Zahid Hamid and Mr.
Pierre Mayaudon, Acting
Ambassador at the
Delegation of the EU to
Pakistan presented the
MLA certificate to the
Director General of PNAC.
Mr. Mayaudon, on this
occasion, said that the EU
was Pakistan's first trading
partner with exchanges of
over 8.5 billion Euros.
He declared that EU‐
Pakistan cooperation could
progress if Pakistan is

Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Mr. Zahid Hamid and
Mr. Pierre Mayaudon, Acting Ambassador of the Delegation of the EU to
Pakistan handing‐over the MLA certificate to DG, PNAC

Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Mr. Zahid Hamid and Mr. Pierre Mayaudon, Acting Ambassador of the
Delegation of the EU to Pakistan with the participants

granted the new GSP Plus status. Further, he stressed on the
importance of compliance and connectivity with the global
market as factors contributing towards success, along with
stating that PNAC's achievements could link Pakistani
institutions with numerous quality assurance bodies.
Mr. Akhlaq Ahmad Tarar, Federal Secretary MoST
appreciated PNAC's achievement and acknowledged the
TRTA II programme in this regard, saying that the MLA would
facilitate international trade by encouraging acceptance of
valid accredited certificates.
Mr. Bruno Valanzuolo, Chief Technical Advisor of TRTA II
Programme emphasized on the role of the training
programmes, seminars, workshops and the efforts of
renowned experts in certification and laboratory
accreditation, as factors leading to this profound
achievement. He stated that the PNAC now bears a great
responsibility to maintain its pride.

REHIS Accreditation Certificate Awarded to UVAS

Mr. Riccardo Rossi, and Ms Roshan Ara Development Advisors at the EU Delegation to Pakistan
presenting the REHIS Accreditation certificate to Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha, Vice Chancellor UVAS,
Mr. Bruno Valanzuolo, Chief Technical Advisor of TRTA II programme (1st left) is also present

The Post Graduate Diploma Course (PGDC) in Food Safety and Control at the University of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences (UVAS), Lahore has received accreditation by the Royal
Environmental and Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS), becoming the first course to be
accredited by the REHIS outside Scotland. The EU funded Trade Related Technical
Assistance Programme organized a ceremony to award the Accreditation Certificate to
UVAS. Mr. Riccardo Rossi and Ms. Roshan Ara, Development Advisors at the Delegation of
the EU to Pakistan presented the REHIS accreditation certificate to Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha,
Vice‐Chancellor of UVAS.
The TRTA II Programme established PGDC in Food Safety and Control last year at the
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, UVAS Lahore and University of Karachi. The course
alumnae are expected to become the backbone of the Federal and Provincial Food,
Animal and Plant Authorities. Mr. Rossi spoke highly of UVAS's efforts and congratulating
them on their achievement.
UVAS has already completed the first year of the PGDC in Food Safety & Control with the
graduates having successfully completed a 6‐week internship in various areas. Twelve of
the students have been assigned to the Punjab Food Authority, whereby the DG has
decided to recruit 2 of them as PFA activities are expanded to Faisalabad. For others,
prospective placement in the private sector looks highly encouraging.
The university has now completed its preparations for the graduation ceremony for the
first batch of PGD holders scheduled for last week of October. To add to this success, UVAS
has now converted the PGD course into a full‐fledged Master of Philosophy degree by
adding one year of research work to the already existing PGDC syllabus. This year more
than 50 applicants are vying for enrolment in this course.

WIPO

The TRTA II Programme is funded by the European Union

The Ministry of Commerce is overall coordinator

The programme is implemented by UNIDO in association with ITC & WIPO

SUCCESS STORY

5

PITAD Receives International Accreditation for Curriculum Developed
The World Trade Institute
(WTI) on 3 September 2013
awarded accreditation to
graduate‐level training
modules developed by the
Pa k i sta n I n st i t u te o f Tra d e a n d
Development (PITAD) in a ceremony
held at WTI which was attended by
officials from ITC, WTI and DG PITAD.
Aimed at enabling PITAD to build‐up its
capacity for delivering training modules,
the WTI helped to develop a joint WTI‐
PITAD certificate course on International
Trade Law and Commercial Diplomacy
deployed in Pakistan.
As a clause of the partnership agreement
between WTI and PITAD, the capacity
building programme is managed by the
International Trade Centre (ITC) under
the trade policy capacity building
component of the TRTA II Programme.
The main objective of the programme is
to strengthen the PITAD capacity which
will in turn, impart its knowledge to
government officers on trade policy
issues.
Commenting at a meeting held between
PITAD, ITC and WTI on 3 September in
Bern, Switzerland, Mr. Sajjad Hussain
from PITAD expressed the strong desire
to prolong the partnership between WTI
and P I TA D and to continue the

partnership under the auspices of ITC,
owing to the immense benefits it had
brought to PITAD.
"This project has helped us devise an
innovative means of building sustainable
trade policy capacity. We hope to be able
to influence future generations of policy
makers by providing them with a firmer
analytical base to design and implement
trade policy, whilst also offering PITAD t
h e means to export its own
s t r e n g t h e n e d t ra i n i n g s e r v i c e s
throughout the region," said Pierre
Sauvé, WTI's Director of External
Programmes a n d A c a d e m i c
Partnerships, who also mentored a
PITAD module on trade in services in
2011.
Since 2011, a total of 12 trade policy
modules have been developed by
Pakistani master trainers with the
support of leading international experts
drawn from the WTI faculty and its
global network. The training modules
were completed through a combination
of distance learning over a period of four
to five months and face to face
interaction during three weeks of
training in Bern. The completed modules
have undergone the peer review
followed by an assessment at WTI to
ensure quality for accreditation.

STP Trainees Received Training at WTI
As part of the capacity building of civil servants and strengthening of the
Specialized Training programme (STP) a batch of four PITAD trainee officers
were recently sent to the World Trade Institute (WTI), Switzerland for a one‐
week training on Politics and Economics of Preferential Trade Agreements.
The STP trainees will also receive a joint WTI‐PITAD certificate on
International Trade Law and Commercial Diplomacy after they successfully
complete the 12 training modules which have been developed jointly by
PITAD and WTI under Component 1 of the TRTA II programme. Two previous
batches of the STP have received similar certificates which entitle them to a
waiver should the certificate holders wish to pursue advanced studies at WTI,
Switzerland.

Training participants from PITAD at WTI, Switzerland

Inauguration Ceremony of POP-Pesticide (Dioxins) Testing Laboratory
Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Mr. Zahid
Hamid visited the PCSIR – Karachi Laboratories Complex
(KLC) to inaugurate the Dioxin Testing Lab on August 30,
2013 in Karachi.
Mr. Kamran Ali Qureshi (Federal Secretary for Science and
Technology), Mr. Masroor Ahmed Qureshi (Joint
Technological Adviser, MoST), Mr.Bruno Valanzuolo (Chief
Technical Advisor, TRTA II Programme), Mr. Riccardo Rossi
& Ms. Roshan Ara (Development Advisors at the EU
Delegation to Pakistan), Dr. Shoukat Parvez (Chairman,
PCSIR), Engr. Sayed Naimat Ali Rizvi (Director General,
PCSIR) and Dr Alia Bano Munshi (CSO, PCSIR labs
Complex) were also present.
Mr. Zahid Hamid said that PCSIR laboratories are
internationally accredited and the MoST has initiated
steps to implement the proposals which included in
particular: measures to establish strong linkages between
research institutes and academic institutions on one hand,
and public sector entities, industry and individual
entrepreneurs on the other; all of this with an underlying
aim of reorienting R&D to meet market requirements.
Mr. Kamran Ali Qureshi said that establishment of a dioxin
laboratory would strengthen the fishery sector. Dr.
Shoukat Parvez expressed his gratitude and appreciation
for UNIDO for extending financial and technical support to
PCSIR under its EU funded TRTA II Programme. Dr. Alia
Bano Munshi pointed out that the PCSIR has sanctioned
the necessary funds (worth of Rs. 2.4 billion) to help KLC to
set up the lab.

MFD has been provided fish samples quarterly to the lab
for chemical testing. Some fish and guar gum samples have
been tested for Dioxin and PCBs. Subsequent efforts are
being made for the acquisition of more high tech
instruments.
It was pointed out that, the PCSIR – KLC also faces
 A shortage of manpower
 A heavy load of commercial testing
 Limited resources to upgrade analytical systems
 Lack of coordination with foreign laboratories
Further work is needed in the following areas:
 ISO accreditation for Dioxin testing
 The acquisition of High ‐ Resolution Mass
Spectrometers and Gas Chromatographs to meet the
zero detection level of European countries.

The lab is accepting samples for POPs and work for the
assessment of ISO‐17025 using internal tools and
proficiency testing is in progress.
The Centre for Environment Studies (CES) PCSIR provides
quality analysis and improves resources. Collaboration
between P C S I R and U N I D O is providing further
opportunities.
The Dioxin testing facility will enable exporters to test
products before shipment in less time and at a reasonable
cost. By acquiring advanced testing facilities and ISO‐
17025 accreditation, the PCSIR certificate will reduce the
quarantine time on foreign ports. PCSIR will also provide
benefit to the Dioxin testing facilities in terms of revenue
generation by providing opportunities of acquiring
advanced resources and trained scientists. Both could be
utilized in improving our
ex p o r t q u a l i t y a n d
national pride.
Federal Minister for
Science and Technology,
Mr. Zahid Hamid
inaugurated the Dioxin
Testing Lab at PCSIR
laboratories Complex,
Karachi
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POLICY INTERVENTIONS
Pakistan National Quality Policy Development Process Excels Fast Track

The development of Pakistan National Quality Policy is now gaining pace, aiming to deal
with the implementation of technical regulations of compulsory standards. The NQP
provides guidelines to organize standards, metrology, accreditation, testing, and
certification services in Pakistan.
“It is encouraging to see an active participation of stakeholders in the NQP development,”
stated the Federal Secretary Ministry of Science & Technology, Mr. Akhlaq Ahmad Tarar
during the workshop on “National Quality Policy,” held at Lahore. Over 150 stakeholders
from the private sector were present.
This workshop was organized by PCSIR in collaboration with the EU funded TRTA II
Programme implemented by UNIDO. This workshop was followed by a meeting held at
the PCSIR Laboratories, which was attended by 35 participants from various government
implementing agencies.
Mr. Martin Kellermann, the TRTA II Programme's International Expert called the
formulation of NQP a very complex endeavor, saying that it was essential for it to be
acceptable to the main trading partners. The NQP development process started with
focus group meetings held with federal and provincial Regulatory Authorities and private
sector stakeholders. The information gathered would result into the formulation of a
working draft, which was to be discussed with key stakeholders before being presented to
the Federal government for official approval. Mr. Masroor Ahmed Qureshi, Joint
Technological Advisor, MoST, Dr. Shaukat Parvez, Chairman of PCSIR and Dr. Shahzad
Alam Director General of PCSIR Lahore were also present at the workshop.
Concluding the workshop, the Secretary MoST said that his ministry was the driving force

behind NQP development. He endorsed the anxiousness of the concerned industry to
bring the policy to the table earlier than planned, for immediate approval by the end of
the year. He invited private sector participants to contribute to NQP development by
suggesting changes in the initiatives, to make them effective for enhancing
competitiveness in global trade.

Technical Regulations on Food Labeling, Hygiene and
Traceability Developed and Shared with Stakeholders

Dr. Ian Goulding, TRTA II International Expert shares the tech regulations
on food hygiene and traceability with stakeholders

As part of the deliverables for the Punjab Food
Authority (P FA), under the MoU signed
between the Food Department of Government
of The Punjab and the TRTA II Programme,
technical and procedural regulations relating to
various aspects of food safety inspection have
been prepared by the international experts, Dr.
Ian Goulding and Mr. Paul Allen. Of these seven
technical regulations, three were shared with
key stakeholders during a work group meeting
organized by PFA with the support of the TRTA II
programme.
The technical regulations on food labeling,
hygiene and traceability were presented by the
experts to an audience led by Director General
of PFA, comprising of PFA food safety officers,
legal experts and representatives from various
multinational food manufacturers, such as
Nestle, Unilever, Metro and PEPSICO. The
group also included officials from consumer

Policy Papers and
Research Studies

protection organizations, representatives
of local food manufacturers (Cakes &
Ba kes, Yu mmy ice crea m etc,) a n d
l a b o rato r y p e rs o n n e l f ro m d i st r i c t
government labs (public analysts). The
Director of the Punjab Law & Parliamentary
Affairs Department was also present at the
meeting, where he provided key insight on
the legal ramifications of developing and
implementing food safety standards.
All participants appreciated the efforts of
the PFA and the technical assistance
provided by the TRTA II programme. They
now look forward to the enactment and
implementation of these regulations/
procedures by PFA food safety officers to
ensure safe food for all.

Mohsin Abbas Syed, Director Legalization Govt of Punjab speaking
at the discussion with stakeholders on tech regulations on food labeling,
Mr. Asad Islam Mahni, DG Punjab Food Authority is also present

An important feature of the Public
Private Dialogue (PPD) mechanism,
established under Component 1, is
to conduct policy research studies
in particular trade policy areas. The
purpose of these research studies is to
provide information about the analysis, trade
patterns, issues hindering development in
selected sectors, both on the supply and
demand side, as well as border issues etc.
T h e s e st u d i e s a l s o p ro v i d e p o l i c y
recommendations to address the indentified
issues.
During 2012, three PPDs were conducted
which were based on the five research
studies. The studies were presented during
the course of the PPDs and recommendations
were discussed thoroughly by the invited
participants. The stakeholders provided their
recommendations both verbally and in
writing to refine the suggestions further. The
completed policy research studies were
printed and widely distributed among
stakeholders for consideration and potential
implementation. The five completed studies
along with policy recommendations are:
• Enhancing Competitiveness and Export
Potential in Livestock Sector
• Enhancing Competitiveness and Export
Potential in Dairy Sector
• Benefitting from EU GSP Plus Scheme 2014
Through Enhancing Competitiveness in the
Qualified sectors
• Normalization of Trade of Industrial Goods
with India ‐ Opportunities and Threats
• Policy Reform for Export Enhancement to
India in Agriculture Sector
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Coherent Regulatory Regime Necessary for Attracting Foreign Investment: Secretary MoC
Mr. Qasim Niaz (Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce), Ms. Rabyia Javeri Agha (Secretary,
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP)), and Mr. Hamid Malhi (President,
Basmati growers Association of Pakistan)
stressed the need to reform investment policies in the
country to promote investment, while addressing the
audience at the inaugural sessions of three training
workshops held on “Trade and Investment”. They
mentioned that trade and investment are two sides of the
same economic coin and that countries integrated in the
global supply and investment chain are drivers of future
economic growth.
Ms. Rabyia emphasized that Pakistan, by building its
capacity, can become like one of those nations who are
reliable suppliers of goods and services. She informed the
audience that Pakistan has signed Bilateral Investment
Treaties with 47 countries and 52 agreements to avoid
double taxation.
These trainings were organized by ITC under Component
1 of TRTA II programme, from 9 to 12 of September in
Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad and were attended by 270
stakeholders.
Professor Julien Chaisse, a renowned scholar from the
Chinese University of Hong‐Kong , thoroughly
investigated the legal side of the development,

particularly the changes in bilateral and regional FDI
regulation, the lessons that could be learned for

Mr. Qasim Niaz, Federal Secretary Ministry of Commerce addressing the inaugural session of the training

International Investment Agreements (IIAs) and the
constitution of trading blocks. He elaborated the current
position of international disputes / investor claims and
the need for existing mechanism to address these issues.
The training workshops were aimed at the capacity
building of stakeholders on issues related to investment,

Trade Defense Laws Important to Protect
Domestic Industry Against Unfair Trade
The understanding and application
of trade defense laws according to
international commitments is
important to protect the nascent
domestic industry against unfair
trade practices; this was the message given by
Mr. Farooq Iftikhar, President of Lahore
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (LCCI)
while addressing the audience at the closing
ceremony of a training course on “Trade

investment management, investment regulations and
dispute settlement in investment treaties. The trainings

supported by her mentor Dr. Gustav Brink
from the Switzerland based World Trade
Institute (WTI) via video conferencing. Mr.
I m ra n Z i a , D i re c to r, N at i o n a l Ta r i ff
Commission (NTC), also delivered lectures on
some important aspects of trade defense laws
and functions of NTC.
The purpose of the training course was to
build the capacity of the officers working in
va r i o u s m i n i st r i e s a n d g o v e r n m e n t
departments, related to the
understanding of trade
defense laws.
The training focused on the
importance and basic
provisions of the following
three trade defense laws: the
antidumping duties
agreement, subsidies and
countervailing duties
agreement and the safeguard
agreement. Situations, in
which these agreements could
Mr. Sajid Hussain, DG, PITAD presenting training certificate to a participant
be invoked, and the
Remedies” in Lahore.
procedures which need to be adopted while
The two‐day training course held from the
filing applications against dumping, subsidies
2nd to 3rd of July 2013 was organized at the
and excessive imports threatening domestic
LCCI by the International Trade Centre (ITC) in
industry, were particularly covered.
association with PITAD, Punjab Department
More than sixty government officers and
of Industries, Commerce and Investment and
researchers from federal government
the Lahore Chamber, under the EU‐funded
ministries, implementing agencies, provincial
Trade Related Technical Assistance (TRTA II)
departments and research organizations as
Programme.
well as businessmen from LCCI participated in
The training was delivered by the master
the training to strengthen their capacity
trainer, Ms. Maliha Quddus, who was
regarding trade remedies.

also focused on the law and policy of investments, scope
and standards of IIAs and different levels of international
investment regulations. Particular attention was paid to
the analysis of dispute settlement mechanisms and
Pakistan's experience in this area.

Ice Business Operators of Karachi Fish
Harbor Trained in “Sanitary Control for Ice”
Representatives of ice plant owners, suppliers, dealers and their associations,
about forty in number, actively participated in a hands‐on training, designed for
improved understanding of the hygiene requirements for production and
transportation of safe ice for the fisheries sector.
The training, held in Karachi on 18th September 2013, also focused on strengthening
the capacity of the Marine Fisheries Department (MFD), the Competent Authority
for sanitary controls for fishery products in Pakistan, for allowing it to assess the food
safety conditions of ice production facilities and for enabling it to launch an approval
system for plants supplying ice to the Karachi Fish Harbor.
The workshop was part of the TRTA II Programme's continued efforts to enhance
competitiveness in the fisheries sector by ensuring compliance with international
rules for sanitary and phytosanitary trade conditions.
Mr. Shaukat Hussain from the
MFD welcomed the
participants and expressed
the importance of
maintaining sanitary controls
in ice plants. He said that the
MFD would ultimately be
seeking to issue licenses to
only those ice plants who
comply with sanitary
standards. He envisaged an
implementation target of
about one year for this rule.
D r. I a n G o u l d i n g ,
Training participants testing the chlorine level in water
International Expert of the
TRTA II programme, through his detailed lecture presentation, elucidated the
importance of ice for fish safety and spoilage. He described that ice is a cheap
and cost effective source to cool the fish rapidly, but it needs to be produced
from clean water. Subsequently, he along with Dr Nasim Akhtar, Sector Expert
Fisheries – TRTA II Programme, practically demonstrated the chlorination
process for making water bacteria‐free for use in the ice making, as well as how
to determine the amount of chlorination needed.
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INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
Enforcement Coordination Committee – IPO Pakistan

The Director General IPO‐Pakistan, Mr. Tarik Feroze,
while presiding a meeting with the
Enforcement
Coordination Committee (ECC) said that with the
assistance of Law Enforcement Agencies, stringent
measures had been adopted to curb counterfeiting and
piracy in the country.
The meeting was held at Trademarks Registry and was
attended by the Director IPO‐Pakistan, Mr. Meesaq Arif,
Registrar Trademarks and Copyrights, Mr. Shakeel Ahmed
Abbasi, Controller of Patent, Mr. Sabir Gul Khattak,
Deputy Director Trademarks, Mr. Waheed Shaikh, other
IPO officials and representatives of Enforcement
Coordination Agencies.
Giving various examples of successful proceedings
against music content infringements by IPO, the Director
General informed that those matters were amicably
resolved with active participation of Enforcement
Agencies. He asked IP right owners to lodge complaints
against the incidents of piracy and infringements of their

IP Creation

IPR
Protection
IPR
Enforcement
IP rights so that their rights could be protected by law
enforcing agencies.

EU-TRTA II Programme Strengthens PCRWR
Water Testing Labs Throughout Pakistan
T h e E U ‐f u n d e d T R TA I I P ro g ra m m e ,
implemented by UNIDO in association with the
International Trade Centre (ITC) and the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO),
conducted a two‐day training workshop on “The
Basic Concepts and Principles of ISO/IEC 17025:
2005.” This training was organized to cater the
needs of laboratory staff, working in various
laboratories of the Pakistan Council of Research in
Water Resources (PCRWR), throughout Pakistan.
This training workshop was carried out in
Islamabad from 17 to 18 of September 2013.
Along with 31 PCRWR technical employees, 3

calculating the uncertainty of measurement. The
traceability role of proficiency testing and ways
for laboratories to carry out business plans to
ensure sustainability were also included in the
training.
This training was specially conducted on the
request of PCRWR, Ministry of Science and
Technology to prepare the laboratories of
PCRWR working in various cities like Quetta,
Peshawar, Sargodha, Multan, Lahore etc, for
provision of their testing services along with the
accreditation of these tests. This training will
allow the laboratory staff to manage their

Mr. Tarik said that IPO‐Pakistan is striving hard to
upgrade the service delivery system of IP Registries and
that the development of the “one window operation”
process, which will be introduced to facilitate applicants,
is also in progress. He said that meetings of Enforcement
Committees at the federal and provincial level were
being organized on a regular basis with the objective to
monitor and evaluate legal proceedings against violators.
The Director General IPO‐Pakistan said that inland and
foreign training programmes were also continued for
capacity building of stakeholders. He lauded the
cooperation of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) and the European Union for
infrastructural development of IP Pakistan and for
extending facilities of trainings under the TRTA II
Programme implemented by UNIDO.
The participants of the Enforcement Coordination
Committee also discussed different issues related to
overcoming piracy and counterfeiting.

Policy Implications of Non-tariff
Measures Crucial for Export Success
Understanding the policy implications of non‐tariff measures is
crucial for policy makers and researchers to defend the trade
interests of Pakistan; said Mr. Sajid Hussain, Director General
PITAD, while addressing the inaugural session of the two‐day
training course on “Economics and Policy of Non‐Tariff
Measures (NTMs)” organized by the TRTA II Programme at the Punjab
Civil Officers Mess Lahore.
The purpose of the training course was to build the capacity of the
officers working in various ministries and government departments
regarding the economics and policy of NTMs. The training focused on the
difference between NTMs and NTBs and how the NTMs become barriers
to trade. It also focused on the government motives for using the NTMs.
The welfare effects of NTMs were particularly analyzed during the
training.
The training took an in‐depth look at non‐tariff measures which appear in
many guides and serve many purposes. Such issues are the core topic of
modern‐day trade experts and negotiators. Seventy government officers
and researchers from federal government ministries, implementing
agencies, provincial departments and research organizations
participated in the training to strengthen their capacity regarding NTMs.
The training equipped the participants with a sound understanding of
how to contribute to government policies.

Participants of the training workshop during a session with Dr. Upali Samarajeewa

officials from the Punjab Food Authority and 2
officials from National Reference Laboratory for
Poultry Diseases (NRLPD) also benefited from
this training.
The training carried out by the International
Experts, Dr. Upali Samarajeewa and Ms. Subadra
Jayasinghe, covered areas such as the steps
necessary for laboratory accreditation, elements
of the quality and technical manuals, record
keeping, calibration and verification methods of

respective laboratories better, ensure adherence
to international standards, achieve quality
assurance and receive international recognition
of their test results.
The training was also attended by Director
General, Punjab Food Authority (PFA), and Mr.
Asad Islam Mahni. At the closing ceremony
certificates of participation were distributed by
Director General (Desertification) of PCRWR, Mr.
Muhammad Akram.

Dr. Shujat Ali, Additional Secretary presenting training certificate to the participant
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SECTORAL SUPPORT
EUD Officials Visit Karachi Fish Harbour
A delegation comprising of representatives of the EU Delegation to
Pakistan, CTA and officers of the TRTA II programme visited facilities to
assess key functions related to fish handling at Karachi Fish Harbor,
following grant of permission for two of its processing establishments to
resume export to European countries. Discursions and site visits with
representatives of the Marine Fisheries Department (MFD), the Karachi
Fish Harbor Authority and the Fishermen Cooperative Society
hallmarked the visit. The EU‐funded successive TRTA programmes
provided assistance for building the capacity of (the Competent
Authority) and other establishments for the monitoring and certification
of fish exports. It also provided the technical support needed for
improvements in auction halls and for the modification of boats.
Outlining the objective of their visit, Mr. Riccardo Rossi, Development
Advisor at EUD to Pakistan, expressed that the purpose of their visit was
twofold: to visualize the impact of the work that had been carried out
and how further assistance can be provided in the future.

Mr. Riccardo Rossi, Ms. Roshan Ara, Development Advisors at EUD to Pakistan with
Mr. Bruno Valanzuolo, CTA‐TRTA II and Dr. Nasim Akhtar, Fisheries Expert – TRTA II
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Aquaculture & Fisheries Development
The Pakistan Aquaculture and Fisheries Society (PAFS) conducted its first Annual Conference on
“Aquaculture & Fisheries Development: Opportunities & Challenges”, organized by Karachi University
Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization (KU – ORIC) at the National Institute of
Oceanography. The event was organized in collaboration with the US Department of Agriculture ‐ Foreign
Agriculture Service, Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI ‐ R&D Committee), and
the Fisheries Development Board.
Dr. Shahana Urooj – Director
KU‐ORIC inaugurating the
conference, said that it is
noteworthy that the
participants of this conference
come from variety of
institutions with special
interest in the development of
aquaculture.
Prof. Dr. Gleyn Bledsoe,
University of Idaho (USA),
introduced the Society and its
mandate. He stated that
“Aquaculture & Fisheries is a
G o l d e n O p p o r t u n i t y ”,
highlighting the richness and
diversity of fish/shell fish
Participants of the Conference
species in Pakistan.
Dr. Nasim Akhtar, Sector Expert Fisheries, Trade Related Technical Assistance (TRTA II) Programme,
presented in detail the role of two successive EU‐funded TRTA programmes in assisting the fisheries
sector of Pakistan to develop its fisheries, particularly targeting capacity building for seafood export.
He also briefed about Fisheries intervention in Baluchistan under the TRTA II and also informed that
programme will address the issues of the aquaculture industry in 2014 and 2015. Earlier, the members
elected office bearers of PAFS with Professor Dr Naeem of Punjab University as its President. The house
also constituted an Advisory Panel for the Society including Dr Nasim Akhtar and Mr. Mohammad
Moazzam Khan. The conference finalized recommendations for Aquaculture development.

Using Paclobutrazol to Overcome Alternate Bearing of Mangoes
More than ten varieties of mango are grown for
commercial purposes in Punjab province and all except a
couple of varieties produce a good crop; in alternate years
this leads to financial concerns and an inconsistent supply
in the market.
This trend of fruiting in alternate years has many reasons
which include malnutrition, injudicious irrigation, lack of
tree pruning, and a poor understanding of tree phenology
(influence of seasonal variations in climate on the plant)
etc. Beside these, the internal hormonal system of plant is
also a major factor for alternate bearing.
Most mango varieties produce flowers on new
growth/buds. So, every year new buds are the basic
requirement for flowering. Similarly time of growth on
tree is also important as enough maturity of these
vegetative shoots is needed for bud induction before
flowering.
The early varieties (Dusheri, Malda, Langra etc), if
fertilized immediately after harvesting, produce growth
which is capable to produce flowers; but mid‐season
(Sindhri, SB Chaunsa etc) and late varieties (Black
Chaunsa, White Chaunsa etc) produce the growth late

Make a trench around the stem

which do not qualify for bud induction and flowering.
Sindhri, SB Chaunsa and White Chaunsa are the premier
export varieties and it is the need of the time that these
varieties should produce good flowering and fruiting each
year, allowing the exporters to have enough fruit for
export.
Mango Research Station, Shujabad, conducted a series of
experiments and came up with the recommendation of
using Paclobutrazol (PBZ) to boost flowering. The PBZ is a
chemical which induces flowering in partially mature and
semi‐mature vegetative shoots and increases flowering
and fruiting significantly.
The PBZ, known as flowering booster all around the world,
is being recommended by MRS after intensive research ;
the farm clusters receiving TRTA II support through MRS
have now started benefitting from it.
For its application, a trench is made around the stem of the
plant. PBZ solution is applied around the stem in such a
way that 6‐9 inches of the lower stem part becomes wet
with the solution and most of the solution flows down in
the trench. The trench is then filled with water to ensure
maximum contact of PBZ with the underground stem and

Prepare the PBZ solution

Apply solution on the trunk

primary roots. The trench is then allowed to dry out and
refilled with soil. The field is then irrigated and it is ensured
that irrigation water is reaching up to the application zone
and the orchard is irrigated twice after PBZ application, to
allow the maximum uptake of PBZ.
The immature shoots contain Gibberallic Acid which
discourages the bud induction and ultimately inhibits the
tree from flowering. The PBZ when applied to the plant is
absorbed in collar portion of plant and transported to the
growing terminals rapidly. At the terminals it neutralizes
Gibberallic acid and ultimately the bud induction takes
place in these terminals, leading to better flowering, good
fruit setting and increased yield.
PBZ should be applied immediately when mango plants
assume vegetative growth after harvest i.e., by end
September and early October because later on the day
temperature decreases its uptake and movement in the
plant slows down, thus it should be applied before mid
October. Scientists of M RS recommend that the
appropriate time of PBZ application is when the tree starts
growth once again after fruit harvest.

Fill the trench with water

Refill the trench and Press the soil well
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STAKEHOLDERS’ FORUM*

Mr. Irfan Ali
Secretary - Commerce,
Industries and Investment
Dept. Govt of the Punjab

A project titled "Registration of Geographical
Indications" envisioned to facilitate the
stakeholders in protecting their Intellectual
Property Rights is working under Industries,
Commerce & Investment Department,
Government of the Punjab.
Geographical Indications are indications which identify
a good as originating in the territory of a country, or a
region or locality in that territory, where a given quality,
reputation or other characteristic of the good is
essentially attributable to its geographic origin (Article
22 of TRIPS Agreement). Geographical Indications
(GIs) is a type of Intellectual Property which helps in
promotion and commercialization of indigenous
products.
The project is being implemented through GI

Mr. Farooq Iftikhar
President
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce & Industry

Pakistan being an agrarian economy depends
much on its potential and strength to support
economic development. Agriculture Sector,
also catalyze the growth of other sectors,
while stimulating domestic demand for
industrial goods and other services, coupled with
supply of raw material to agro‐based industry.
The export of fruits and vegetables, for instance, has
also been making healthy contribution in the account of
sectoral growth. The exports of vegetables and fruits
from the country increased by 31.21 % and 8.61 %
respectively during the fiscal year 2012‐13 against the
corresponding period of last year. And it has the
potential to grow up to $7 billion in the next 10 years, if
modern agriculture technology is used with the
deployment of good agriculture practices to boost their
annual yield. In this realm, the strategy could be
devised to increase the fruit and vegetable product
base with more focus on market diversification to cash

organizations established for these GIs in different
districts. These organizations are being managed by
producers / stakeholders of respective GIs. A total of six
(6) associations have been registered under Companies
Ordinance 1984 with the support of this project
namely; Basmati Growers, Kinnow Growers, Multan
Mango Growers, Guava Growers, Livestock Farmers &
Breeders and the Heritage associations.

“Seminars at Multan and Sargodha
have been arranged in collaboration
with IPO Pakistan, UNIDO and local
Chambers of Commerce & Industry
for promotion of G Is (Multan
Mango and Sargodha Kinnow,
respectively) and for awareness of
farmers / growers. Moreover, in the
wake of the GSP+ regime, taking
effect from January 2014, a window
opportunity is opening to Pakistan
for enhancing its exports to the
European Union”
For public / stakeholder's awareness regarding GIs,

the potential of large & dynamic world markets.
The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry (LCCI)
has always remained at fore front in advocating the idea
of enhancing Pakistan Agricultural export base, which
calls for the need to undertake credible measures
which may also include formulation of pro business
agro‐based export strategy alongside development of
appropriate infrastructure; equipped with state of art
technologies. In this respect, the establishment of
better quality testing facilities, and development of
post harvest and cold chain facilities may be ensured to
preserve the quality of Agri products from harvesting to
their arrival in the national and international markets.
Access to credit, R&D grants and product Packaging
particularly of fruits and vegetables is also a serious
constraint in export promotion, which needs to be
remedied besides strengthening a agricultural
marketing mix.
Further on this horizon, the fulfillment of a training
needs of the engaged resources cannot be ignored,
which is a crux of a matter and Lahore Chamber in
collaboration with EU funded TRTA II programme took
a linguistic approach towards addressing this need with
the aim to help the relevant stakeholders to have a
strong grasp on matters of utmost importance and
concern. Various seminars also were designed and
conducted, keeping in view the information
requirement of the relevant business masses.
Moreover, the events like Agricultural Products
Exhibition, Agri‐business Road Show, and budget
proposals backed up by comprehensive research
reports further paved the way for future development

thirteen (13) awareness seminars and trainings have
been conducted in major cities of Punjab like Multan,
Sargodha, Bahawalpur, Rawalpindi, Lahore and
Gujranwala in collaboration with Intellectual Property
Organization (IPO) Pakistan and respective Chambers
of Commerce & Industry. Besides, two seminars at
Multan and Sargodha have also been arranged in
collaboration with IPO Pakistan, UNIDO and local
Chambers of Commerce & Industry for promotion of
G I s ( M u l ta n M a n g o a n d S a rg o d h a K i n n o w,
respectively) and for awareness of farmers / growers.
Moreover, in the wake of the GSP+ regime, taking
effect from January 2014, a window opportunity is
opening to Pakistan for enhancing its exports to the
European Union. On the direction of the Chief Minister
Punjab, work on the establishment of a Garments City,
an initiative to promote garments export, is underway,
which would attract investments in garment sector
from local as well as foreign investors especially China.
Punjab Government is establishing Industrial Estates &
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) at Rahim Yar Khan,
Bhalwal, Vehari and Faisalabad with allied facilities for
local and foreign investors. Industrial Estate / City at
Pind Dadan Khan and at Gujrat are in the Pipeline. The
SEZs provide exemption from Income Tax for ten years
and one time exemption from Customs Duties on
import of Capital goods for developers and
entrepreneurs.

have the Lahore Chamber in line with its mission, has
also been organizing foreign trade delegations to
various conventional and non‐conventional markets
since long to keep the tide high on the export front.

“Exports of vegetables and fruits
from the country increased by 31.21
% and 8.61 % respectively during
the fiscal year 2012-13 against the
corresponding period of last year.
And it has the potential to grow up
to $7 billion in the next 10 years, if
modern agriculture technology is
used with the deployment of good
agriculture practices to boost their
annual yield”
Organizing Business to Business meetings for our
esteemed businesses with foreign counterparts has
also become a common practice. LCCI is focusing on
establishing the trade linkages with foreign trade
bodies and Chamber of Commerce to tap the potential
of those markets for the Pakistani exports. With our on
going trade related programs and continuous input on
policy related matter and consultation with relevant
quarters, we ensure the trickle down benefit to the
large number of business community to whom we are
serving with zest and pride.

* The intent of this section is to provide open forum for discussion, comments and feedback from stakeholders on the issues raised in the write-ups
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Delivering Aid for Trade - United Nations Inter-Agency
Cluster on Trade and Productive Capacity

Capacity Building for Trade as a Global Public Good
San Bilal and Stefan Szepesi – ECDPM

Emphasize the linkages between trade, poverty reduction, human development and the
MDG and, within this framework the role of trade and productive sectors policies and
operations in the overall UN analytical and normative work and development assistance,
by enhancing and complementing the coordination role of the CEB (including the
Executive Committee on Economic and Social Affairs (EC‐ESA) and the United Nations
Development Group (UNDG) and other interagency mechanisms. For details:
http://unctad.org/Sections/un_ceb/docs/ceb2010_03aid4trade_rev2_en.pdf

The paper reviews and assesses some major TCB initiatives and suggests possible
avenues for the international community to enhance the trade capacity building of
developing countries, which is essential for the international trade regime to become
a truly global public good. Based on the information provided by the Doha
Development Agenda Trade Capacity Building Database (a joint initiative of the OECD
and UNCTAD), the paper critically reviews some of the main current trade capacity
building initiatives by type of activities and key donors to support the participation of
developing countries to the international trade regime. For details:
http://www.ecdpm.org/

Gender Equality and Trade-Related Capacity Building:
A Resource Tool for Practitioners

Trade, growth and poverty: making Aid for Trade work for inclusive
growth and poverty reduction - Kate Higgins and Susan Prowse

CIDA, along with other donors, has recently increased efforts to provide greater
assistance in the area of Trade‐related Capacity Building (TRCB). CIDA defines TRCB
as “activities that create the necessary skills and capacities among government,
private sector and civil society actors to enable them to work together to: analyze,
formulate and implement trade policy; to build trade‐related institutions; to engage
in trade and to supply international markets; to negotiate and implement trade
agreements; and to address the need for transitional adjustment measures for
sectors and groups of people affected by trade reform.”For details:
http://www.acdi‐cida.gc.ca/INET/IMAGES.NSF/vLUImages/Policy/$file/Trade‐
Related%20Capacity%20Building.pdf

The objective of this paper is to outline how Aid for Trade can support developing
countries to maximise the inclusive growth and poverty reduction impacts of trade. It
is part of a programme of work titled ‘Aid for Trade: Promoting Inclusive Growth and
Poverty Reduction’ funded by the UK Department for International Development
(DFID) and the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and commissioned on behalf of
European Union (EU) Member States to strengthen the poverty focus of the roll out of
the EU Aid for Trade Strategy. For details:
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi‐assets/publications‐opinion‐
files/5778.pdf

Trade Capacity Building: Critical for Development
Policy Brief by OECD

Building Trade Capacities for Africa’s Transformation:
A critical review of Aid for Trade - WTO

The global annual welfare gains from further multilateral trade liberalization,
involving both tariff reduction and trade facilitation, would be substantial. Recent
OECD estimates suggest that they would range, depending on the precise
scenario, between US$117 billion and US$173 billion. For individual economies,
depending on the region to which they belong, the gains would amount to annual
real increases in gross domestic product (GDP) of between 0.2% and 1.8%, the
OECD estimates show. These figures are sufficiently impressive to inspire
international action. But would the gains be automatic? For details:
http://www.oecd.org/tad/tradedev/8890063.pdf

At a conceptual level, the notion of Aid for Trade can be traced to the debate
surrounding the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) number 8 and the “global
partnership for development”. In practical terms, however, Aid for Trade prominently
enters into the development discourse with the 2005 Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration
of the World Trade Organization (WTO), where it is initially conceived as a “valuable
complement” to the Doha Development Round. For details:
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/global_review13prog_e/gr4_rep
2013_e.pdf

Capacity building for academia in trade for development - UNCTAD

International Trade Technical Assistance and
Capacity Building Human Development Report 2005

A study on contributions to the development of human resources and to policy
support for developing countries: The current Aid for Trade initiative is focusing
attention on helping countries build trade‐related capacities in the fields of trade
policy, trade development, development of productive capacities and trade‐
related adjustment measures. There are many supply‐side constraints affecting a
country’s capacity to utilize the opportunities of trade for economic growth,
development and poverty reduction. Lack of knowledge and skills is one such
constraint: ensuring that trade policies are development‐friendly and adapted to
local conditions requires access to knowledge and information, For details:
http://unctad.org/en/Docs/dtlktcd20093_en.pdf

Developing countries require assistance, and should be assisted, to maximise the
potential gains of their participation in the multilateral trading system. Since the
launch of the Doha Round, there has been a sizeable increase in both developed
country commitments to trade‐related technical assistance and capacity building
(TACB) and in debates about the appropriate purpose and nature of that
assistance. Here, two trends are worth noting. First, a series of complaints about
the effectiveness of assistance have emerged, ranging from concerns about donor‐
driven assistance, biased objectives and inadequate needs assessments to poor
donor coordination and evaluation . . . For details:
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2005/papers/HDR2005_Carolyn_Deere_5.pdf

Key Trade-related Statistics
INDICATOR

VALUE

INDICATOR

VALUE

Exports (July‐August 2013)

US$ 4,091 Million Exports Growth (July ‐ December 2013)

7.5%

Imports (July‐August 2013)

US$ 7,386 Million Imports Growth (July ‐ December 2013)

‐3.5%

Net Foreign Investment (July ‐ December 2013)

US$ 0.7 Billion

Large Scale Manufacturing Growth (July ‐ December 2013) 2.1%

Trade Deficit as % of GDP (July ‐ December 2013)

3%

Consumer Price Index Index (July ‐ December 2013)

8.3%

WIPO

The TRTA II Programme is funded by the European Union

The Ministry of Commerce is overall coordinator

The programme is implemented by UNIDO in association with ITC & WIPO

12

PRESS COVERAGE

Press archives can be accessed from TRTA II website: http://trtapakistan.org/news/

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Distribution of Horticulture Kits to farmers and processors Visit to Farmer
Field School (Kinnow sector in Sargodha)
October 2013
Two Day Training on Trade in Services - Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad
October 2013
Consultative Meeting on services export development strategy for Pakistan
October 2013

Under the Component 1 of EU funded TRTA II programme five
research studies and policy recommendation papers are
published and disseminated among the stakeholders on the
following topics:
• Enhancing Competitiveness and Export Potential in Livestock
Sector
• Enhancing Competitiveness and Export Potential in Dairy Sector

Distribution of Achievement Certificate to Master Trainers in CE Marking
November 2013

• Benefitting from EU GSP Plus Scheme 2014 Through Enhancing
Competitiveness in the Qualified sectors

Master Training Programme for developing Baluchistan Fishermen’s skill
to improve quality of catch for a better livelihood
November 2013

• Normalization of Trade of Industrial Goods with IndiaOpportunities and Threats

Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) meeting at Taiwan
21 to 29 November 2013

• Policy Reform for Export Enhancement to India in Agriculture
Sector
These studies are also available on TRTA website:

First PPD on “Regional trade integration”
December 2013

http://trtapakistan.org/trta-publications/

Programme Steering Commeittee Meeting (PSC) Islamabad
December 2013

http://trtapakistan.org/export-strategy-policy-recommendations
-document/
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