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W

elcome to the SPS Pakistan Newsletter dealing with the Sanitary and Phytosanitary
compliance of Pakistan's agricultural and food products. The Newsletter is published
jointly by the National Animal and Plant health Inspection Service (NAPHIS) of the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture and the Component 2 of the EU funded TRTA II Project, implemented by
the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO).
The aim of this newsletter, which will be sent out very two months, is to provide useful
information about sanitary and phytosanitary matters relevant to Pakistani agro-food business
operators (all along the supply chain, from farm to fork) as well as those in government
concerned with SPS regulation and providing support to businesses. In particular it will contain
information about TRTA II and NAPHIS activities, as well as information and news about SPS
matters impacting on the agriculture and fisheries sectors.
The SPS Newsletter will deal with the three main areas of sanitary and phytosanitary
compliance, these being food safety, animal health and plant health. The newsletter is circulated
by email to business and public sector professionals, technical institutes and advisers with an
interest in strengthening SPS compliance of Pakistan's agricultural and fisheries products. All
feedback is welcome.

2. TRTA II Inception workshop endorses projects SPS intervention programme
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4. EU Commission reports on plant health controls in fruits exported from Bangladesh to the EU
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3. EU detects 21 consignments of non-compliant Pakistani food products so far in 2010

5. Paper from Pakistan Agricultural Research Council criticises organisation of veterinary public
health controls
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1. TRTA II published frequently asked questions on sanitary and phytosanitary measures

6. Concerns increase regarding veterinary drug residues in Pakistani products of animal origin
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SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY CONTROL SYSTEM

T

he TRTA II programme has launched its website as a vehicle for
communication with the public and stakeholders about project
activities and outputs. One of the important items which we cab
highly recommend is a page dealing with Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
about SPS measures, what they are (and are not), how they are applied, and their
implications for agro-fishery-food businesses and for government. Some of the
questions answered are:
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?

What is SPS and what is it all about?
Why is the World Trade Organisation involved?
What is the situation in Pakistan?
What is the job of Government in all of this?
Why has the SPS control system failed in Pakistan?
Why does it matter if we have weak SPS controls by Government?
What is being done to address this?
Is anybody helping Pakistan with these tasks?

T

he TRTA II project held its Inception Report workshop at the Serena Hotel,
Islamabad on 27th September 2010, attended by 110 stakeholders, including a
large number concerned with SPS compliance. Presentations were made by the
NAPHIS and UNIDO International Experts on challenges and needs in the area of SPS. The
National Productivity Organisation, representing the agro-food export sector, and a UNIDO
expert also made presentations on improvements in quality and value added, including
certification to international standards. Thye workshop supported the proposals set out for
strengthening Pakistani SPS control system. The activities proposed are at two levels:
Strengthening SPS Management System

Enhancing application of food safety controls

SPS policy development

Development of inspection guidelines, manuals and checklists

Development of new food safety and Phytosanitary laws

Provision of inspection equipment

Development of model technical regulations

Building technical capacity of food safety inspection staff

Strengthening SPS Management Capacities
SPS systems planning studies
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FOOD SAFETY

S

o far in 2010, the EU Rapid Alert System for Food and Feedstuffs (RASFF) has
published notifications in relation to 20 consignments of food products from
Pakistan, 16 of which were border rejections (the others being notifications in
respect of products already released for market). There was one notification regarding a noncompliant food contact material. Eight of the notices were in relation to aflatoxins (a toxin of
fungal origin), which was found in basmati rice and powdered spices. Eight consignments of
different foods were notified due to the presence of illegal additives (preservatives, colourings
etc), or their presence at levels higher than permitted. All of the consignments were ordered to be
destroyed. The EU's RASFF system provides a searchable online summary of all of the
notifications it publishes, available at: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-window/portal/

PLANT HEALTH

I

n June 2010 the DG Health and Consumer Protection of the European Commission
carried out a mission to Bangladesh. The mission was undertaken in response to
continued interceptions in the European Union (EU) of consignments of plants
originating in Bangladesh due to non-compliance with plant health requirements. EU
inspectors evaluated the Bangladeshi official controls and the export certification system
for plants and plant products exported to the EU. The inspectors met with representatives
of Plant Protection Wing of Ministry of Agriculture and Representatives of National
Plant Protection Organization (NPPO), Bangladesh They produced a report indicating
how these systems measured up to EU requirements set out in Council Directive
2000/29/EC. The main plant health organisms of concern are the citrus canker (a bacterial
disease caused by Xanthamonas axonopodis pv. citri), and insect pests Thrips spp (and
non-European Tephritidae (fruit flies). In the inspection particular emphasis was given to
those regulated plants and plant products that are hosts of these pests. The National Plant
Protection Organization (NPPO) in Bangladesh is the Plant Protection Wing of the
Department of Agricultural Extension, which is part of the Ministry of Agriculture.The
report states that there is a clear structure and division of responsibilities in the plant
health service in Bangladesh. However many of the inspectors responsible for
performing the pre-export checks for consignments intended for export to the EU were
not familiar with the harmful organisms of concern, and in particular, the symptoms of
citrus canker and citrus blackspot which are known to occur in Bangladesh. In some cases
the Phytosanitary Certificate, indicating that the product is fit for export was issued on the
basis of an exporter declaration only. There was no obligatory registration of producers or
exporters for phytosanitary purposes and, generally, there were no requirements to ensure
traceability of consignments. No pest free areas had been established for these diseases.
Although action has been taken in response to the continued EU interceptions of harmful
organisms on fruit and vegetables exported from Bangladesh, the lack of traceability,
combined with the limited awareness of EU import requirements and harmful organisms
of concern, and very limited laboratory and technical support for the NPPO and records
of activities, means that the current system of official export checks does not ensure
compliance with EU import requirements. The NPPO was requested to submit a plan of
corrective actions to ensure compliance in the future.
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ANIMAL HEALTH

A

recent paper has described the arrangements for veterinary services in Pakistan. In a paper
enititles “Improving veterinary service in Pakistan” published by the Pakistan Veterinary
Journal, Dr.M.Azal of the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council, Islamabad, Pakistan
described the institutional arrangements for animal health services and controls. Currently, there are
963 veterinary hospitals, 2869 veterinary dispensaries and 2875 veterinary centres in the public sector.
There are also 72 diagnostic laboratories. The author highlights the difficulties caused by the Ministry
of Health being mandated to monitor and control all drugs (including in the veterinary sphere), the lack
of regulation in terms of food safety conditions in dairy and meat production. He states:

#1

“The responsibilities of regulating foods of animal origin (milk, meat and their products) are
divided among various departments/ministries and effective coordination is practically missing.
Veterinary service does not regulate the milk supply, transport and dairy industry and only
slaughtering at the recognized slaughterhouses (less than 25% of slaughtering occurs in these
slaughter houses) are inspected by qualified staff. The number of qualified staff is grossly
deficient as per number of slaughtered animals. Furthermore, as these slaughterhouses are
primitive and do not have assembly lines, the inspection is difficult.”
The author indicates that this is an area where there is a need for mandatory requirements to be
strengthened and veterinary services strengthened. The full paper is available in the Pakistan
Veterinary Journal, 2009, 29(4): 206-210 (download at http://pvj.com.pk/pdf-files/29_4/206210.pdf ).

C

oncerns about the application of unauthorised veterinary medicines were raised in May of this
year when the EU rejected a consignment of casings (sausage coverings made from sheep
intestines) from Pakistan due to the presence of prohibited drugs quinolones and
chloramphenicol. This follows on from research published in the Asian Journal of Poultry Science in
2007, which surveyed oxytetracycline residues in chidken meat in Rawalpindi and Isalamabad areas
of Pakistan. It found that out of 29 meat samples that were analyzed, 13 (44.8%) had detectable residue
levels for OTC and 6 (20.7%) had higher residue levels than the recommended maximum residue level
(0.2, 0.6 and 1.2 gg-1) for muscles, liver and kidney, respectively. Pakistan does not have in place a
coordinaated residue monitoring programme covering all products of animal origin, and there is a risk
that the apparent widespread and uncontrolled use of veterinary medicines in food animals may impact
on consumer health and undermine exports.

About TRTA II
The TRTA II Project is funded by the European Union and implemented by UNIDO. The overall objective of the programme is
to contribute to poverty reduction and sustainable development in Pakistan. The programme activities are to be implemented through
three components:
Component 1:
Component 2:
Component 3:

Trade policy capacity building; the expected result is increased relevance and effectiveness of trade
policy
Export development through improvement of quality infrastructure; the expected result is improved
compliance of export products with market requirements
Strengthening of the intellectual property rights system; the expected result is a modernized IP system
that facilitates increased investment and trade in IP protected goods and services

EC-TRTA Programme: Contact Information in Pakistan
Ali Abbas Qazilbash

Director General
National Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service (NAPHIS)
Naziumddin Road
Sector F-8/1, Islamabad.
Tel: 051-9208376; 9261342

Programme Officer
Laboratory Accreditation and SPS Compliance
UNIDO-TRTA:
7th Floor, Serena Business Complex
Khayaban-e-Suhrawardy Sector G-5/1, Islamabad
E-mail: ali.abbas@unido.org.pk
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